


Ron Spear-EDITOR

task of diligently inquiring and searching
for the tmth fTOm God's Word. At lI,e peril
of our souls we must know the prescribed
conditions given by Him who has given His
own life to save us from ruin. We will
certainly be lost if we float along with the
current of the world. receiving the saying of
men. By our selfish love of ease and by our
indolence we endanger our souls and the
souls of others. We are to seck earnestly to
know what saith the Lord.'· Manuscripr
Releases, vol. 13,22.

"'Genuine faith will be manifested in
good works: for good works are the
fruits of faith. As God works in the
heart, and man surrenders his will to
God, and cooperates with God, he works
out in the life what God works in by the
Holy Spirit, and there is harmony be-
tween the purpose of the heart and the
practice of the life. Every sin must be
renounced as the hateful thing that cruci-
fied the Lord of life and glory, and the
believer must have a progressive experi-
ence by continually doing the works of
Christ. It is by continual surrender of the
will, by continual obedience, that the
blessing of justification is retained.

"Those who are justified by fai1l1 must
have a heart to keep the way of the Lord. It
is an evidence that a man is not justified by
faill' when his works do not correspond to
his profession. James says, 'Seest thou how
faith wrought with his works, and by works
was his faith made perfect?' James 2:22:'
Selected Messages, book I, 397; see also
Testimonies, vol. 3, 106-107; vol. 6, 405;
Matthew 7:12-13, 21-23.

Yes, the conditions are very clear. No
one is justified while committing known
sins or neglecting known duties, and unless
we are willing to be made willing to obey
all known truth, we will be lost. See
Selected Messages, book I, 366. May the
Lord find each of us partaking of His grace,
perfecting our characters after the simili-
tude of our lovely J us, and preparing to
give the loud cry to the world in the power
of the latter rain.

ing us that, denying ungodliness and world-
ly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world; looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious appear-
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquiry, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zeal-
ous of good works:' Titus 2: 11-14.

"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in hea ven is perfect."
Matthew 5:48

"But as he which hath called you is
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation; because it is written, Be ye
holy; for 1 am holy." 1 Peter 1:15-16.

"And being made perfect, he became
the author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him." Hebrews 5:9

The scriptures are very clear that the
redeemed are peculiar to the world. Their
Christlike characters will bring a terrible
persecution upon them. "Yea, and all
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution." 2 Timothy 3: 12. This
persecution will come first from the
church and then from the world. See
Matthew 10: 16-18. Selected Messages,
book I, 406, Let us review a few of
Ellen White's inspired statements on the
conditions of salvation:

"In all His dealings with His creatures
God has maintained the principles of right-
eousness by revealing sin in its true charac-
ter-by demonstrating that its sure result is
misery and death. The unconditional pardon
of sin never has been, and never will be.
Such pardon would show the abandonment
ofthe principles of righteousness, which are
the very foundarion of the government of
God. It would fill the unfallen universe with
consternation. God has faithfully pointed
out the results of sin, and if these warnings
were not true, how could we be sure that His
promises would be fulfilled? That so-called
benevolence which would set aside justice
is not benevolence but weakness." Patri-
archs and Prophers, 522.

"Let none say that there are no condi-
tions to salvation. There are decided condi-
tions, and everyone is pur to the strenuous

LET us review the conditions of
salvation that God has sel down
for the whole human family. When

Adam and Eve sinned, God's plan of
salvation immediately provided a Sav-
iour in Jesus Christ. Since then and in
every generation of the 6,000 years of
the great controversy, He has found a
few who are seeking for righteousness
with all their heart and soul. These He
can trust with redemption and, finally,
immortality. See Jeremiah 29:13; Mat-
thew 6:33. It is by granting salvation
only under these conditions that God can
assure us that sin will never rise again.

Jesus came to show to this world
and to the whole universe the conditions
for eternal life for all sinners. His life of
obedience to His holy, sacred law is our
Example, and His beautiful character will
be the character of all the redeemed
when probation closes. When all rebel-
lion in our hearts is forever forsaken, we
will be safe to save,

What do the Scriptures say abour the
conditions of salvation? Let us now tum to
let Inspiration verify these statemenls:

"Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that ye love one another with a pure
heart fervently: being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever." I Peter 1:22-23.

•.According as his divine power hath
given unto us all things that penain unto life
and godliness, through the knowledge of
him that hath called us to glory and vinue:
whereby are given unto us exceeding great
and precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust." 2 Peter 1:3-4.

"For the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men, teach,
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Bible Sanctification
promises: thaI by these yc might be par-
takers of the divine nature, having es-
caped the corruption that is in the world
through lust.

"And beside this, giving all diligence,
add to your faith virtlle; and to virtue
knowledge; and to Knowledge temper-
ance; and to temperance patience; and to
patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kind-
ness, charity. For if these things be in
you, and abound, they make you that ye
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful In

SJMON Peter, a servant and an
apostle of Jesus Christ, to them
that have obtained like preciolls

faitlJ with us through tht,; righteousness
of God tlnd OUf Saviour Jesus Christ:
grace and peace be multiplied unlo you
through the knowledge of Goel, and of
Jesus OLlr Lord, according as his divine
power hath given unto LIS all things that
pcrt<lin unto life and godliness, through
the knowledge of him lhat hath called LIS
to glory and virtlle: WhCft.;by arc given
unto LIS exceeding great and preciolls

the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
But he that lacketh these things is blind,
and cannot see afar off, and hath forgot-
ten that he W,lS purged from his old sins.
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give dili-
gcnce to make your calling and dcction

for if yc do these things, yc shall
never fall: for so an entrancc shall bt::
ministered unto you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviollf JeSllS Christ." 2 I: I - II.

This quotation from Peter is a clear and
beautiful illustration of Lhe advances in the
Christian life which constitute Bible sancti-
fication. In introducing this subject we call
attention to the following poims:

1. The apostle addresses young con-
verts, or those who have just "obtained
like preciou::i faith," and selS before Ihem
the victories to be obtained, or the graces
to be added, in their order, necessary to
insure an admill(lncc inlo the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

2. [f the apostle regarded a happy
frame of mind as alone constituting
tifieation, then we might expect him to
illustratc the victories of the onward
coursc in the Christian life by higher and
still higher f'lights of feeling. But in this
quotation he is silent in regard to feeling.
and presents progress in well-doing as
the basis of true sanctific.ltion. The love
of God shed abroad in the heart, enlight-
ening the mind, and purifying the affec-
tiOIlS, is the result of faith in Jesus Christ
while living in obedience to the Word.
Such blessedness. resulting from walk-
ing in the sclf+clcnying path of obedi-
ence is Bible sanctification. II is illus-
trated by the following impressive
sentence of the agonizing prayer of Christ
for His followers, "SHnctify them through
thy truth: thy word is truth." John 17: 17.
And it is the privilege of the true
tian, who walks in willing obedience to
the Word, to enjoy all that peace and
fullness of joy expressed in the Bible.
But to make nights of feeling constitute
the Slim total of sanctification, is to ex-
pose the minds of inexperienced disciples
to the wildest freaks of fanaticism.

3. Peier's progressive work sys-
tem of sanctification is safe to em-
brace and follow, as it leads to all that
faith and hope can grClsp. It secures an
abundant entrance into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour .Jesus
Christ. See 2 Peter I: 10-1 I.

4. The apostle teaches the young
Christian to progress by the simple rule
of adclition, with an all-persevering hand.

RoundsEightWithLadderThe
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Who can but admire the order in which the
apostle has given the victories in the

Christian life? He continues, "and to knowledge
temperance; and to temperance patience."

all the way through 10 the kingdom. He
says, "And beside this, giving all dili-
gence, add to your faith and to
virtue knowledge,'" and so on. Or, we
may illustrate his systl:111 of sanctifica-
tion by a ladder with eight rounds, reach-
ing from earth to heaven, or from a state
of sin to a condition of moral fitness for
the kingdom of God. Here are the rounds
of the ladder: "And beside this, giving
all diligence, add to your

I. FAITH Illpon which the young dis,
ciple standsl,

2. VIRTUE; and.o vinue.
3. KNOWLEDGE: ancllo knowledge,
4. TEMPERANCE; and totemperancc,
5. PATIENCE; and to patience.
6. GODLINESS; and to godliness,
7. BROTHERLY KlNDNESS; and to
brotherly kindness,

8.CHARJTY, or love, the crowning
Christian grace."

The ordt::r in which the apostle has given
these progressive steps is worthy of special
notice. 1110 young disciple, who has just
embraced the faith of the gospel, must first
add to his faith, virtue, Hne! then to virtue,
knowledge. He may have been vicious; at
least, he has lacked Ihe principles or real
virtue. His first work is to seek for purity of
thought, words, and acts. Then, in a pure
mind heart, hc may add knowledge of
the Word ofGod to enable him to defend his
position before the world. Some make a
careless stride over the first round, and add
to tJleir faith knowledge. They neglect to
cultivate virtuc, and labor to storc their
minds with l·alOwledge that they may be able
to argue dowlllheir neighbors. Such seldom
tum men from error to truth. but frcqucl1lly,
from their lack of piely. disgust and preju-
dice those with whom tJ1CY mingle. They
may lalk the tnJth. but iL is poorly repre,
sented by them. TI,e food Ihey offer is good
of itself, bUI tastes badly of the dish. They
generally beeome self-righteous, and say in
thcir heart, "1 am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing" and they
know not that they arc "wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:'
Revelation 3: 17.
The misfortune of these deceived

souls is sometimes the result of wrong
impressions received from the minister
who first taught them the truth, Perhaps
he is a smart debater. (This is good with
an even balance of deep piely.) And he
is really witty, sometimes, and bears an
air of self-confidence and self-righteous-
ness. Such ministers may convert the
head, but they generally leave the heart
untouched l and many of those they bring

to the acknowledgmellt of the truth arc
brought just far enough for Satan to
make them religious bigots. But if the
minister who first teaches them the truth
be a godly man; if he, instead of produc-
ing a smile on his audience, weeps over
sinners as he delivers the message-lhe
1110St solemn ever committed to men; if
he in all his deportment makes a deep

impression of solemnity; then the truth
he teaches will reach the hean. and he
may rejoice to sec the young disciples
around him adding to their faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge of the Word and
Spirit of God.

Who can but admire the order in
which the apostle has given the victories
in the Christian life? He continues, "',md
10 knowledge temperance; and to tem-
perance patience." The intemperate man
cannot be a patient Christian; hence he
must add temperance first, then patience
will be (In easy victory. The man who
uses intoxicating drinks is seldom a pa-
tient man. Jntelnpcranec in eating, in quan-
tity or in the rich quality, or in both,
deranges the system, causes dyspepsy,
or other evils, affects the nerves, de-
presscs the spirits, sours the temper, and
renders the epicure fgounnet] unfit for
the exercise of truc Christian patience,
We live in an unfortunate age when men
move from impulse more than from rea-
son. The appetite must be gratified re-
gardless of results. In the preparation of
food. the tasle, and not the stomach, is
generally consulted.

But while wc object to highly sea-
soned, greasy food, wc would not rec-
ommend impoverished diet, but plain.
nourishing food. Thus prayed Agur,
"Feed me with food convenient for me."
Proverbs 30:8.

But wc must come a little closer and
speak of the filthy habit, and the results,
of using tobacco. Probably no one at
first loved fhe taste of It was a
task to learn to lise it. Yet millions con-
tract this strong habit-useless, incon-

vcnient, expensive, filthy, and annoying
to women. and children. and temperate
men-and arc slaves to it till their dcath.
If tobacco had been known and used by
allY of the descendants of Abraham in
the days of Moses. or by any of the
nations around them, cndangcring the
purity of lhe Israelites, God would have
given them a law forbidding its usc, in

harmony with the principles of purity
and cleanliness taught that people. And
when we come to the New Testament
we may sec that every dcchuation re-
quiring purity, cleanliness, and self-de-
nial is a plain rebuke on tobacco using.

But many cOlllinuc the lise of to-
bacco because it is not convenient to
leave it off. It was not convenient for
Christ Lo die on Calvary. What' A cross,
beming, tohaceo-cnting, lobacco-smok-
ing. tobacco-snuffing follower of the cru-
cified One! This is but a trine short of a
burlesque upon the Christian religion.
But physicians recommend tobacco as a
medicine. May God pity them! Tobacco
will not remove disease. It is a cause of
disease itself. It may change the form of
disease in some so will the small-
pox, and the ague [ehill] and fever. But
who would expose himself al the pcst-
house [a hospital infected with disease],
or to the miasma [poisonous atmospherej
of a Michigan marsh, to find relief from
some of the trining ailments to which
human nature is heir?

The habitual use of tobacco is injuri-
ous to the constitution. As one proof of
this we refer to those who have become
so nervous and shattered by long usc of
this slow poison that they are compelled
to abandon it. Says a veteran tobacco
user, "I have lIsed it thirty years, and I
do not sec that it has much innuence on
me." Well, you certainly had a good
constitution at the start, or you would
now probably be in your grave. BUI if
tobacco is not deranging your system,
and injuring your constitution, what
makes you feel so dreadful when your

April 1997 Our Firm FOlllldariOll 5



H ence he who adds godliness will also add
brotherly kindness. Charity, or the perfect

love of God, next comes in as the crowning
Christian grace, constituting the highest round in
the ladder of Bible sanctification.

tobacco box is emptied. and the stimulat-
ing influence of the filthy weed is gone
from you? You may have been without it
twenty-four or forty-eight hours. How
strangely you felt! Your head. perhaps.
appeared to you to be twice or thrice its
usual size. And how wonderfully numb
and strange you felt around rhe mouth
and throat. In this deplorable condition
men have left their business and gone

from one to ten miles to get a supply of
tobacco to satisfy an unhealthy appetite.

God has made us wisely, and nature
will do her work well, unless intruded
upon and wearied to feebleness by re-
ceiving into the system the influence of
stimulating poisons. When the work of
nature ha:s been thus disturbed, and the
habit fully formed, the steam must be
kept up, or the poor slave to a morbid
appetite is in trouble. [nterrupted and
enfeebled nature cannot rally in a mo-
ment to take the placc of the intruder,
and 0, the demand just now for a little
marc tobacco! But keep the base intruder
back. and give nature time to rally and fill
her place, and the appetite becomes nalu-
ral, the hankering is gone and health
improves. And as far as the health is
injured by the use of tobacco, so far the
mind is affected, and one of the evil
results is hence in the on-
ward victories of Bible sanctification, pa-
tience is preceded by temperance.

We cOlllca little closer yet and ask, Why
use tea and coffee? In point of filth these
cannot be classed with tobacco; but they
arc as useless and more expensive. In regard
to their influence on the health, we use the
same arguments as in the case of tobacco.
The reason why those who have for years
used strong tea, especially females. rise in
the morning with such bad feelings at the
stomach and in the head, is because the
stimulating influence of tea is gone, and
they find relief only in a good strong cup of
tea. Slcep will restore the tcmperate person,
and to him or her, the morning hours are
generally the clearest and the best.

6 Our Firm Fou/ldarivll April 1997

The drunkard lies down upon his
couch at night under the influence of

the tobacco slave casts aside his
well-chewed quid [a plug of IObaccolto
smoke his pipe before retiring to rest,
and the tea drinker goes to rest under
the influence of strong tea. In the morn-
ing they rise with languid feelings while
a cloud of melancholy hangs over them,
and they are in danger of getting impa-

tient unless domestic matters move off
smoothly. But the drunkard goes for his
dram la small draft] and he feels bener,
for the steam is up again, while the oth R

ers find similar relief in their morning
rations of tobacco and tea.

And are any of these real Christians?
Some think they arc. Doubtful Christians,
these! And do they think of meeting
Jesus at His coming with a smile, while
their lips and beard arc stained with to-
bacco and their whole system and soul
tainted with it? May God have mercy,
and help them to cleanse themsclves
"from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God."
2 Corinthians 7: I. This is Bible holiness.
When men, seeking for the grace of life,
arc thus cleansed from their idols, the
light of Heaven will illuminate their minds,
and enable them in all the walks of life to
exhibit true Christian patience.

The apostle continues, '"and to pa-
tience and 10 godliness broth-
erly kindness; and 10 brotherly kindness
charity." He who has added to faith vir-
tue, and to virtue knowledge, and to
knowledge and to temper-
ance patience; has so far escaped the
corruptions of this world that he may
understand the principles of true godli-
ness. His idols are slain, therefore he has
no other gods before the Lord. He now
loves God supremely, and delights to do
His commandments,

And he who loves the Lord God with
all the heart, and with all the soul, and
with all the mind, will love his brother as
himself, and the manifestation of broth-

erly kindness will be natural and easy.
Hence he who adds godliness will also
add brotherly kindness. Charity, or the
perfect love of God, ncxt comes in as the
crowning Christian grace. constituting the
highest round in the ladder of Bible sanc-
tification.

The apostle continues in languagl:
most pointed as he applies the subjecl to
the hearts and consciences of the people
of God. Weigh well his words: "For if
these things be in you, and abound,
thcy make yOll lhat ye shall neither be
barren (margin: idle) nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But
he that lacketh these things is blind. and
Cill1not see afar off. and hath forgollen
that he was purged frol11 his old sins.
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give dili-
gence to make your calling and election
SlIre: Jar if ye do Lhese Lhings, ye shall
never fall: for so an entrance shall bc
administered unto you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
Jesus Christ."

In conclusion we notice the following
points:

1. The conditions stated-"i1' ye do
these things," if yc ascend the ladder,
step by step, and overcome and gain the
specified victories-then these things will
be in you and abound.

2. In so doing there is safety-"ye
shall never fall.·· Then let those who are
trembling with fear Ihat at some future
time they will fall, cast aside such fears.
and in confidence ascend the way to life.

3. Those who lack these things are
blind and forgetful. They cannot see afar
off and have forgollen that they were
purged from their old sins.

4. Peter's view of election. Hc docs
not teach that all men arc elected to
salvation or destruction, and that their
fate is unalterably fixed before they arc
born, and lea ve them in Satan's easy
chair; but he exhorls his brethren to
diligence to make their calling and elec-
tion sure.

S. The reward. The apostle in his
first epistlc (chapter 1:2), says, "Grace
unto you, and peace, be multiplied." He
teaches sanctification by rule of addi-
tion, but holds forth spiritual blessings
to be enjoyed in this life by the obedient
by the rule of mUltiplication. But in this
connection he presents before those who
"do these things" their final reward. "An
entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
2 Peter 1:11.



The ministration of an abundant en-
trdnce into the city of God means some-
thing more than a mere permission to pass
in. Those who have honored their lives by
well-doing, and have ascended the ladder
of Bible sanctitication step by step, will be
conducted in triumph into the metropolis
of the kingdom of God. Jesus overcame,
and as He ascended to the Father's throne,
attending angels in triumph shouted, "Lift

up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lift up,
ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory
shall come in." And in nesponse to the
inquiry, "Who is this King of glory?" they
again shouted, "TIle Lord, strong and m.ighty,
the Lord mighty in battle." Psalm 24:7-8.
And those who overcome and sit upon the
throne of the Son, as He overcame and sat
down upon the throne of the Father, will be
eseoned thither with triumph, while the

voice of Jesus will be heard saying, Come,
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king-
dom prepared for you. Welcome to the
tree of life! and the crystal waters! Wel-
come to all the joys of the kingdom for-
ever! 0

Review alld Herald, December 3, 1861.

Line Upon Line ... Line Upon Line
"Tempted in All Points"

by Ellen G. White

• • • Line Upon Line ...

Jesus . .. withstood the fearful test upon appetite, and
upon love of the world and of honor, and pride of display
which leads to presumption. Christ endured these three great
leading temptations and overcame in behalf of man, working
out for him a righteous character, because He knew mao
could not do this of himself. He knew that upon these three
points Satan was to assail the race. He had overcome Adam,
and he designea to carry forward his work till he completed
the ruin of man. Christ entered the field in man's behalf to
conquer Satan for him because He saw that man could not
overcome on his own account. Christ prepared the way for
the ransom of man by His own life of suffering, self-denial,
and self-sacrifice, and by His humiliation and final death. He
brought help to man that he might, by following Christ'S
example, overcome on his own account, as Christ has over-
come for him. Testimonies, vol. 3,372.

In all the tempt.,tions of Satan, there is a deeply laid plan, a dark
purpose, to compass the ruin of the human soul. But we are to meet
the wily foe as Christ met him. He presented to Jesus the dlree great
temptations that overpower the human race. He was tested on the
point ofappetite, presumption, and the acquisition ofworldly power
and honor. Sat.,n sought to tum Him from His integrity by
challenging him to proveHis relation to God by some act thatwould
call fonh a special miracle on the part ofGod for His preservation,
and he presented to Him the bribe of the world and its glory, if He
would but fall down and worship him. But in every temptation Christ
nesisted the tempter in man's behalf, and provided grace according
to the measure of the gift of Christ, that every man in Him may be
more than conqueror. Review and Herald, April 24, 1894.

Great tact and cunning were shown in the tactics which
Satan followed. Three times did the enemy try to gain the
victory over Chris!. He assailed Him on the point of appetite.
He appealed to His pride. He presented before Him the most
eapt;vating scenes of tlUs world. He challenged Him to give
evidence that He was the Son of God. Christ gave him none,
but righteously maintained His dignity as One to whom God
has committed all power. The Upward Look, 39.

In the wildemess of temptation Christ met the great leading
temptations that would assail man. There He encountered,
singlehanded, the wily, subtle foe, and overcame him. The first
great temptation was upon appetite; the second, presumption;
the third, love of the world. Satan has overcome his millions by
tempting them to the indulgence of appetite. Through the
gratification of the taste, the nervous system becomes excited
and the brain power enfeebled, making it impossible to think
calmly or rationally. The mind is unbalanced. Its IUghei, nobler
faculties are perverted to serve animal lust, and the sacred,
eternal interests are not regarded. When this Object is gained,
Satan can come with IUs two other leading temptations and find
ready access. His manifold temptations grow out of these three
great leading points. Testimonies, vol. 4, 44.

The Elder Brother of our race is by the eternal throne. He
looks upon every soul who is turning his face toward Him as
the Saviour. He knows by experience what are the weak-
nesses of humanity, what are our wants, and where Lies tbe
strength of our temptations; for He was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin. He is watching over you,
trembling elUld of God. Are you tempted? He will deliver. Are
you weak? He will strengthen. Are you ignorant? He will
enlighten. Are you wounded? He will heal. The Lord "telleth
the number of the stars;" and yet "He healeth the broken in
heart, and bindeth up their wounds." Psalm 147:4,3. "Come
unto me" (Matthew 11:28) is His invitation. Whatever your
anxieties and trials, spread out your ease before the Lord.
Your spirit will be braced for endurance. The way will be
opened for you to disentangle yourself from embarrassment
and difficulty. The weaker and more helpless you know
yourself to be, the stronger will you become in His strength.
The heavier your burdens, the more blessed the rest in
casting them upon the Burden Bearer. The rest that Christ
offers depends upon conditions, but these conditions are
plainly specified. They are those with which all can comply.
He tells us just how His rest is to be found. The Desire of
Ages, 329. 0
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Preparing for Heaven
he shewed me Joshua the

high priest standing before the
ngel of the Lord, and Satan

standing at his right hand to resist him.
And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord
rebuke thee, 0 Satan; even the Lord that
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is
not this a brand plucked out of the fire?
Now Joshua was clothed with filthy gar-
ments, and stood before the angel."
Zechariah 3: 1-3.

Here we find a representation of the
people of God of today. As Joshua stood
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before the Angel, "clothed with filthy
garments," so we stand in the presence
of Christ, clothed in garments of
unrighteousness. Christ, the Angel be-
fore whom Joshua stood, is now inter-
ceding for us before His Father, as He is
here represented as interceding for
Joshua and His people who were in deep
affliction; and Satan now. as then, tands
by to resist His efforts.

Ever since his fall, it has been the
work of Satan to oppose Christ's ef-
forts to redeem the race. In the Bible he

Ellen G. White

is called an accuser of the brethren. It
is said that he accuses them before
God day and night. Every time he leads
them into temptation, he rejoices; be-
cause he well knows that their power
of resistance will thus become weak-
ened, and that he can then the more
easily lead them to commit other sins.
And when they have taken step after
step in the wrong direction, he turns
and begins to accuse them of the very
sins which he has led them to commit.
He thus causes them to become dis-
couraged. and to lose confidence in
themselves and in the Lord; and after
they have separated from God, dishon-
ored His name, and broken His law, he
claims them as his captives, and con-
tests the right of Christ to take them
from him. Pointing to their sins, as he
did to the filthy garments of Joshua, he
says: "They profess to be thy children;
but they do not obey thee. See the
traces of sin upon them. They are my
property. "
This is the argument that he em-

ploys concerning God's people in all
ages. He pleads their sinfulness as the
reason why Christ's restraining power
should not hold him back from exercis-
ing his cruelty upon them to its fullest
extent. But to the accuser of His people
the Saviour says, "The Lord rebuke
thee, a Satan. Is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire? Have I not
thrust my own hand into the fire to
gather this brand from the burning?"

So long as the people of God pre-
serve their fidelity to Him, so long as
they cling by living faith to Jesus, they
are under the protection of heavenly
angels, and Satan will not be permitted
to exercise his hellish arts upon them
to their destruction. But those who
separate themselves from Christ by sin
are in great peril. If they continue to
disregard the requirements of God, they
know not how soon He may give them
over to Satan, and permit him to do to
them according to his will. There is,
therefore, the greatest necessity of
keeping the soul free from defilement,
and the eye single to the glory of God;
of thinking soberly and watching unto
prayer continually.

Satan is now more earnestly engaged
in playing the game of life for souls than
at any previous time; and unless we are
constantly on our guard, he will estab-
lish in our hearts pride, love of self, love
of the world, and many other evil trailS.
He will also use every possible device to



Our only safeguard against the wiles of
Satan is to diligently study the Scriptures;

to have an intelligent understanding of the
reasons of our faith; and to faithfully perfonn
every known duty,

unseltle our faith in God and in the
truths of His Word, If we have not a
deep experience in the things of God, if
we have not a thorough knowledge of
His Word, we shall be beguiled to our
ruin by the errors and sophistries of the
enemy. False doctrines will sap the foun-
dations of many, because they have not
leamed to discern truth from error. Our
only safcguard against the wiles of Satan
is to diligently study the Scriptures; to
have an intelligent understanding of the
reasons of our faith; and to faithfully
perfonn every known duty. The indul-
gence of one known sin will cause weak-
ness and darkness, and subject us to
fierce temptation.

Joshua is represented as pleading with
the Angel. Are we engaged in the same
work? Are our supplications ascending
to God in living faith? Are we opening
the door of the heart to Jesus, and clos-
ing every means of entrance to Satan?
Are we daily obtaining clearer light and
greater strength, that we may stand in
Christ's righteousness? Are we emptying
our hearts of all selfishness, and cleans-
ing them, preparatory to receiving the
laller rain from Heaven?

Now is the time when we are 10
confess and forsake our sins that they
may go befon::hand to judgment and be
blotted out. Now is the time to "cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God." 2 Corinthians 7: I. It is
dangerous to delay this work. Satan is
even now seeking by disasters upon
sea and land to seal the fate of as many
as possible. What is the defense of the
people of God at this time? It is a
living connection with Heaven. Jf we
would dwell in safety from the noi-
some pestilence, if we would be pre-
served from dangers seen and unseen,
we must hide in God; we must secure
the protecting care of Jesus and holy
angels. In these days of peril, the Lord
would have us walk before Him in
humility. Instead of trying to cover our
sins, He would have us confess them,
as Joshua confessed the sins of ancient
Israel. We profess to be the deposito-
ries of God's law. We profess to be
building up "the old waste places;' and
to be raising up "the foundations of
many gencrmions:' Isaiah 58: 12. If this
great and solemn work has indeed been
committed to us, how important that
we depart from all iniquity!

We may be followed with testimony
after testimony of reproof; but if we do

not ovcrcomc the disposition in us to
do evil, if we do not respond to the
light, we shall be in a state of condem-
nation before God. If, on the other
hand, we live up to all the light that
shines upon liS, that light will continue
to increase, and we shall have a clean
record in heaven. The third angel's mes-

sage is to lighten the earth with its
glory; but only those who have with-
stood temptation in the strength of the
Mighty One will be permitted to act a
part in proclaiming it when it shall have
swelled into the loud cry.

As the intercession of Joshua was
accepted, the command was given to
those that stood by, "Take away the
filthy garments from him," And unto
Joshua the Angel said, "Behold, I have
caused thine iniquily to pass from thee,
and I will clothe thee with change of
raiment." "So they sct a fair mitre upon
his head, and clothed him with gar-
ments." Zeeharaiah 3:4-5. Even so will
all those who come to Jesus in peni-
tence and faith receive the robe of
Christ's righteousness.

As we approach the perils of the
last days, the temptations of the enemy
become stronger and more determined.
Satan has come down in great power,
knowing that his time is short; and he
is working "with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish."
2 Thessalonians 2: 10. The warning
comes to us through God's word, that,
if it were possible, he would deceive
the very eleel.

Wonderful events are soon to open
before the world. The end of all things is
at hand. The time of trouble is about to
come upon the people of God. Then it is
that the decree will go fonh forbidding
those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord
to buy or sell, and threatening them with
punishment, and even death, if they do
not observe the first day of the week as
the Sabbath.

"And at that time shall Michael stand
up, the great prince which standeth for
the children of thy people: and thete
shall be a time of trouble, such as never
was since there was a nation even to
that same time: and at that time thy
people shall be delivered, every one that
shall be found written in the book."

Daniel 12: 1. By this we see the impor-
tance of having our names written in the
book of life. All whose names are regis-
tered there will be delivered from Satan's
power, and Christ will command that their
filthy garments be removed, and that
they be clothed with His righteousness.
,.And they shall be mine, saith the Lord
of hosts, in that day when I make up my
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man
spareth his own son that serveth him."
Malachi 3: 17.

In the time of trouble, Satan stirs up
the wicked, and they encircle the people
of God to destroy them. But he does not
know that "pardon" has been written
opposite their names in the books of
heaven. He does not know that the com-
mand has been given, ·'Take away the
filthy gannents" from them, clothe them
with "change of raiment," and set "a fair
mitre" upon their heads.

The promise made to Joshua is made
to all the remnant people of God: "If
thou wilt walk in my ways [not in your
own ways], and if thou wilt keep my
charge, then thou shalt also judge my
house, and shalt also keep my courts,
and I will give thee places to walk among
these that stand by." Zechariah 3:7. Who
are these that stand by? They are the
angels of God. Could our eyes be opened,
as were those of the servant of Elisha at
Dothan, we should see evil angels all
around us, urging their presence upon us,
and watching for an opportunity to tempt
and overthrow us; we should also see
holy angels guarding us, and with their
light and power pressing back the evil
angels.
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I t is to the humble in heart that Jesus speaks;His everlasting arms encircle them, and He
will not leave them to perish by the hands of the
wicked.

If we could only see the many dan-
gers from which wc arc daily preserved
by the holy angels, instead of complain-
ing of our trials and misfortunes, we
would talk continually of the mercies of
God. How precious in the sight of God
are His people' If Satan had his way,
whenever an effort is made to bring souls
into the truth, both the minister and those
who come to hear would be made to

suffer in body and in mind. But angels of
God arc commissioned to accompany His
servants l and to protect them and their
hearers. Satan pleads for the privilege of
separating these angels from them, that
he may compass their destruction; but
Jesus forbids it. If it were not for the
constant guardianship of these angels,
we would not be able to live on the earth
and present the truth.

There have been times since the
third angel's message was first pro-
claimed, when angels in the form of
human beings have appeared to men,
and conversed with them as they did
with Abraham of old. When the com-
plaints of Satan are entered against the
servants of God, angels are often sent
down to investigate their course, some-
times conversing with men unbeknown
to them. They sometimes question
thosc in error, unlil Illey tell all that is
in their hearts, and then these angels
bear their report back to heaven, relat-
ing things just as they exist.

Jacob, in his vision of the ladder
whose base rested upon the earth, and
whose topmost round reached to the
highest heaven, saw the God of heaven
standing above this ladder of glorious
brightness, and angels of God con-
stantly ascending and descending upon
it. This fitly represents the love and
care of God for His children, and the
constant communication there is be-
tween earth and heaven. It is also in-
tended to impress us with the impor-
tance of walking circumspectly before
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God. Oh that I could say something to
impress you with the offensive charac-
ter of sin in God's sight!

There are many today who profess
to serve God, but who are not doing so
in reality. But when Christ comes it will
bc known who arc the choscn of God.
"Then shall ye return, and disccrn be-
tween the righteous and the wickcd l

between him that serveth God and him

that serveth him not. For, behold, the
day cometh, that shall burn as an oven;
and all the proud, yea, and all that do
wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day
that cometh shall burn them up, sailh
the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave
them neither root nor branch." Malachi
3:18;4:1.

The exhortation of the prophet is,
"Gather yourselves together, yea, gather
together, 0 nation nOI desired; before
the decree bring forth, before the day
pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger
of the Lord come upon you." Zephaniah
2: 1-2 "Seek ye the Lord, all ye meck of
the earth, which have wrought his judg-
ment; seek righteousness, seek meek-
ness; it may be ye shall be hid in the day
of the Lord's anger." Verse 3.

In view of what is soon to come
upon the earth, I entreat you, brethren
and sisters, to walk before God in all
meekness and lowliness of mind, re-
membering the care that Jesus has for
you. All t.he meek of the earth arc
exhorted to seek Him. Those who have
wrought His judgments arc to seek Him.
Let self break in pieces bcfore God. It
is hard to do this; but we are warned to
fall upon the Rock and be broken, else
it will fall upon liS, and grind us to
powder. It is 10 the humble in heart Ihat
Jesus speaks; His everlasting arms en-
circle them, and He will not leave them
to perish by the hands of the wicked.

All heaven is interested in the salva-
tjon of the human race; what are you
doing for yourselves, brethren? While

from Ihe light of the cross or Calvary
you obtain a view of the great love. of
God for man. do not build yourselves up
in self-estcem; but in humility of soul
stand before God as prisoners of hope.
Why not be in earnest in your efforts for
eternal life? Why not manifest a perse-
verance and fill intensity of desire pro-
portionate to the value of the object of
which yOIl are in pursuit? Instead of
doing this, many now engage in the work
of God at will, and let it alone at pleasure.
They thus invite Satan to come in and
take possession of their hearts.

What is it to be a Christian? It is to
be Christlike; it is to do the works of
Christ. Some fail on one point, some on
another. Somc are naturally impatient.
Satan understands their weakness, and
manages to overcome them again and
again. But let none be discouraged by
this. Whenever little annoyances and tri-
als arise, ask God in silent prayer to give
you strength and grace to bear them
patiently. There is a power in silence; do
not speak a word until you have sent up
your petition to the God of heaven. If
you will always do this, you will soon
overcome your hasty temper, and you
will have a little heaven here to go to
heaven in.

God wants His people to cleanse their
hands and purify their hearts. Will it
make them unhappy to do this? Wil1 it
bring unhappiness into thcir families if
they are kind and patient, courteous and
forbearing? Far from it. The kindness
Lhey manifest toward their families will
be reflected upon themselves. This is the
work that should be carried forward in
the home. ]fthe members of a family are
not prepared to dwell in peace here, they
are not prepared to dwell in the family
that shall gathcr around the great white
throne. Sin always brings darkness and
bondage; but rightdoing will bring peace
and holy joy.

The work of overcoming is a great
work. Shall we takc hold of it with
energy and perseverance? Unless we
do, our "filthy garmcnts" will not be
taken from us. We need never expect
Ihat these will be torn from us vio-
lently; we mllst first show a desire to
rid ourselves of them. We must seek to
separate sin from us, relying upon the
merits of Ihe blood of Christ; and then
in the day of aftliction, when the en-
emy presses us, we shall walk among
the angcls. They will bc like a wall of
fire about us; and we shall one day
walk wilh them in the city of God.



When tempted to sin, let us remem-
ber that Je..-;us is pleading for us in the
heavenly sanctuary. When we put away
our sins and come to Him in faith. He
takes our names in His lips and presents
them to His Father, saying, "I have graven
thcm upon the palms of my hands; I
know them by name." Isaiah 49: 16. And
the command goes forth to the angels to
protect thcm. Then in the day of fierce
trial He will say, "Come, my people, enter
thou into thy chambers, and shut thy
doors about thee: hide thyself as it were
for a little moment, until the indignation
be overpast." Isaiah 26:20. What are the
chambers in which they are to hide?
They are the protection of Christ and
holy angels. The people of God are not
at this time all in one place. They are in
different companies, and in all parts of
the earth; and they will be tried singly,
not in groups. Everyone must stand the
test for himself.

There has never been a time when
the people of God have had greatcr need
to claim His promises than now. Let the
hand of faith pass through the darkness,
and grasp the arm of infinite power.
While we speak of the necessity of sepa-
rating from sin, remember that Christ came
to our world to save sinners, and that
'·he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that comc unto God by him."
Hebrews 7:25. [t is our privilege to be-
lieve that His blood is able to cleanse us
from every spot and stain of sin. Wc
Illust not limit the power of the Holy One
of Israel. He wants liS to come to Him
just as we are, sinful and polluted. His
blood is efficacious. I entreat yOll not to
grieve His Spirit by continuing in sin. lf
you fall undcr temptation, do not be-
comc discouraged. This promise comes
ringing down along the line to our time:
"IF any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jcsus Christ the
teous." I John 2: 1. 1 feel that for this one
promise a continual song of
ing ought to go forth from the lips of
mortals. Let us gather lip these precious
jewels of promise, and when Satan ac-
cuses us of our great sinfulness, and
tempts liS to doubt the power of God to
save, let us repeat the words of Christ,
"'Him that cometh to 111C I will in no wise
cast out." John 6:37. 0

Historical Sketches, 154-158; Original
title: "Satan An Accuser of the Breth-
ren:' (Compare Review and Herald, No-
vember 19, 1908.)
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is his name. And his mercy is on them
that fear him from generation to genera-
tion." Luke I:46-50. (All emphasis sup-
plied unless otherwise noted.)

In these few words spoken by Mary
we find (I) that she magnified God and
God alone, (2) that she too was in need
of a Saviour, and (3) that she considered
herself blessed that God had chosen her
to bear the Christehild.

Thus far, Mary is described as a dedi-
cated lewish woman who is engaged to a
man named Joseph. Before they had any
marital relations, Mary became pregnant
with the world's Redeemer by the power
of the Holy Spirit. She rejoiced, not sim-
ply that she was chosen of God to give
birth to the Messiah, but also that she
indeed had a Saviour for her own sins.

The Scriptures are silent concerning
Mary during Christ's childhood, except that
she still did not quite understand His mis-
sion. When Joseph and Mary lost sight of
the twelve-year-old Jesus at the Passover
service, they finally found Him after a
diligent search. Upon finding Him, Mary

WHILE millions flock to view an
apparition of Mary, thousands
believe that unification be-

tween the Catholic Church and the rest
of the world will come through "Mary."
She is known throughout devoted circles
as the Queen of Heaven, the Lady of
Fatima, the Mother of God, the Co-
mediatrix, the Lady of the Good Death,
and so on. However, is there any basis
for this worldwide adoration of "Mary"?
Can "Mary" bring the world into unifica-
tion with the Catholic Church?

Perhaps the first question that muSt
be asked is, Who is Mary? According to
Scripture, we find that Mary was "a vir-
gin espoused to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David," and that
she lived in a "'city of Galilee, named
Nazareth." Luke 1:27. While she was en-
gaged to Joseph she became pregnant
with Jesus by the power of the Holy
Spirit. See Matthew I:20. Then for three
months Mary lived with her cousin Eliza-
beth, who, with her husband Zacharias,
was expecting the birth of their son John

the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ. See
Luke 1:13-15.

Mary gave birth to Jesus in a manger
in Bethlehem. That same night of the
Saviour's birth, shepherds came to glo-
rify and honor the child. Later, there
came wise men from the east to worship
the newborn babe. Then Joseph was
warned in a dream to escape from
Bethlehem and to go to Egypt because
King Herod sought to destroy Jesus.
After Herod's death, Joseph and Mary
returned to Palestine to the city of
Nazareth. It was there that Jesus grew up
and lived until He entered upon His min-
istry. See Matthew 2: 1-23; Luke 2: 1-20.

When Mary understood that God had
chosen her from among all women to
give birth to the Saviour, she rejoiced
and said, "My soul doth magnify the
Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Saviour. For he hath regarded the
low estate of his handmaiden: for, be-
hold, from henceforth all generations shall
call me blessed. For he that is mighty
hath done to me great things; and holy

Jeff Wehr
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There was danger that Mary would regard her
relationship to Jesus as giving her a special
claim upon Him, and the right, in some degree,
to direct Him in His mission.

said, "Son, why hast thou thus dealt with
us? behold, thy father and I have sought
thee sorrowing." Jesus answered, "How is
it that ye have sought me? wist ye not that
I must be about my Father's business?"
Luke 2:48-49. Luke informs us that neither
Joseph nor Mary understood those pro-
found words of Jesus. However, Mary kept
His words in her heart. See Luke 2:50-51.

While Mary was indeed a very spiri-
tual Jewish woman, she did not fully
understand the ministry of Jesus. One
example of this was at the wedding in
Cana. See John 2: I-II. At this wedding
the wine had run out. Then Mary re-
quested that Jesus do something about
it. saying, "They have no wine." Jesus
answered her, "Woman, what have I to
do with thee? mine hour is not yet come."

Mary had made the request that Jesus
perform a miracle. However, Jesus did
not immediately perform the miracle of
turning the water into wine. He first im-
plied to Mary that she was not to inter-
fere with His ministry.

The Spirit of Prophecy comments on
it, saying, '"This answer, abrupt as it
seems to us, expressed no coldness or
discourtesy. The Saviour's form of ad-
dress to His mother was in accordance
with Oriental custom. It was used toward
persons to whom it was desired to show
respect. Every act of Christ's earthly life
was in harmony with the precept He
Himself had given, 'Honour thy father
and thy mother.' Exodus 20: 12. On the
cross, in His last act of tenderness to-
ward His mother, Jesus again addressed
her in the same way, as He committed her
to the care of His best-loved disciple.
Both at the marriage feast and upon the
cross, the love expressed in tone and
look and manner interpreted His words.

"At His visit to the temple in His
boyhood, as the mystery of His lifework
opened before Him, Christ had said to
Mary, 'Wist ye not that I must be about
my Father's business?' These words
struck the keynote of His whole life and
ministry. Everything was held in abey-
ance to His work, the great work of
redemption which He had come into the
world to accomplish. Now He repeated
the lesson. There was danger that Mary
would regard her relationship to Jesus as
giving her a special claim upon Him, and
the right, in some degree, to direct Him in
His mission. For thirty years He had
been to her a loving and obedient son,
and His love was unchanged; but He
must now go about His Father's work.
As Son of the Most High, and Saviour of

the world, no earthly ties must hold
Him from His mission, or influence His
conduct. He must stand free to do the
will of God. This lesson is also for us.
The claims of God are paramount even
to the ties of human relationship. No
earthly attraction should turn our feet
from the path in which He bids us walk."
The Desire oj Ages, 146-147.

When Mary and Jesus' brothers tried
to interrupt His preaching so that they
could speak with Him, someone said to
Jesus, "Behold, thy mother and thy breth-
ren stand without, desiring to speak with
thee." But Jesus answered, saying, "Who
is my mother? and who are my brethren?
.. For whosoever shall do the will of my
Father which is in heaven, the same is
my brother, and sister, and mother." Mat-
thew 12:46-50. In the eyes of Heaven,
Christ'S mother, brother, and sister have
no special consideration because of any
physical relationship, but only because
they do the will of God.

When a certain woman said to Jesus,
"Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and
the paps which thou hast sucked," Jesus
answered, saying, uYea rather, blessed
are they that hear the word of God, and
keep it." Luke 11:27-28. In the eyes of
Jesus, those who hear the Word of God
and obey it, are the most blessed.

After the death of Jesus, information
concerning Mary is very scarce. There
are no accounts of Mary being present
at the numerous appearings of Jesus
before His ascension into heaven. The
implication is that Mary did not figure
prominently in the early church mission.
After Acts I: 14, we completely lose sight
of Mary in the Scriptures.

Nearly all traditional sources agree
that Mary was buried in a new grave in
Cedron, in a garden called Gethsemane
on the Mount of Olives. In other words,
Mary was not translated into heaven,
but was buried. The Bible says, "But
every man in his own order: Christ the
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's

at his coming." I Corinthians 15:23.
Those who obey God's Word will be
raised to life at His Second Coming.

Festivals celebrating the false doctrine
of the Assumption of Mary-that Mary
was taken body and soul to heaven without
seeing death-did not begin until the sixth
century. It was not until November I, 1950,
that Pope Pius Xl] defmed it as a dogma.

However, the Catholic world, without any
Scriptural support or any example in the
early church, celebrates the Assumption of
Mary into heaven every year on August 15.

Unfortunately, this adoration of Mary
as the Mother of God has even devel-
oped into referring to Mary as the Mother
of the human race. In other words, she is
called the second Eve. To find some
Biblical basis for such a teaching, some
tum to John 19:26-27. In this passage,
Jesus is hanging on the cross. He sees
His mother and one of His disciples,
namely, John. He said to Mary, "Woman,
behold thy son!" Then He said to John,
"Behold thy mother!" Thus Jesus chose
to leave the care of His mother in the
hands of John, and from that time on
Mary lived in his home.

Catholic theologian L. On commented
on this passage which some say concerns
Mary being the mother of all believers,
"Specific scriptural proof does not exist.
Theologians look for Biblical support for
Christ's words in John 19:26: 'Woman, be-
hold thy son!' but according to its literal
meaning, these words only refer to those to
whom they were directed: Mary and John."
Fundamentals oj Catholic Dogma, Cork,
1966,p.214.
The concept that Mary is the univer-

sal mother of all believers did not appear
until the 11th century. Yet this completely
unscriptural teaching is finding accep-
tance throughout the world.

Worship ofMary

What is most alarming about the
Marian movement is the adoration, the
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There is a spiritual Father, but there is no
spiritual mother in the Scriptures. So what did
Mary pass on? She passed on the only thing she
could pass on-namely, fallen human nature-
not divinity.

worship of, and the praying to Mary. But
the Bible is clear that we arc not to
worship any image or any other being.
Furthermore, through the prophet
Jeremiah, the Lord forbids the worship of
any woman as the queen of heaven:
''The children gather wood, and the
thers kindle the fire, and the women
knead their dough, to make cakes to the
queen of heaven, and to pour out drink
offerings Ullto other gods, that they may

provoke me to anger.'· Jeremiah 7: 18. We
are to worship God alone. There is H
spiritual Father, but there is no spiritual
mother in the Scriptures.

So what did Mary pass on? She
passed on the only thing she could pass
on-namely, fallen human nature-not
divinity. Yet, at thl; Vatican JI Council
they recorded that: "The Virgin Mary ..
is recognized and honored as the true
Mother of God and the Cesar
Vidal, The Myth aIMary, 92.

In the 19th chapter of Acts there is a
description of Paul's visit to Ephesus.
As a result of Paul's evangelistic work,
many ceased their worship of idols and
accepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour.
However, there was a tremendous com-
plaint against Paul's work. A silversmith
named Demetrius said, "'Sirs, ye know
that by this craft we have our wealth.
Moreover ye sec and hear, that not alone
at Ephesus, but almost throughout all
Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned
away much people, saying that they be
no gods, which are made with hands; so
that not only this our craft is in danger
to be set at nought; but also that the
temple of the great goddess Diana should
be despised, and her magnificence should
be destroyed, whom all Asia and the
world worshippeth." Acts [9:25-27. Truth
leads people away from the worship of
idols and images. It matters not who the
image is pallerned after, for only the true
and living God is worthy of our worship.

What is often included in the wor-
ship of, and the praying to Mary, is the
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lise of the rosary. October 7 is the dny
dedicated by the Catholic Church to
honor the rosary. The rosary consists of
a series of fixed beads on a string that
helps the individual to keep in mind a
sequence of Hail Marys, interposed with
the Lord's Prayer, and the Gloria.

This practice within the Catholic
Church did not begin to appear until the
Middle Ages. However, the rosary was
used centuries before in eastern religions,

such as the Brahmanist Hindus. By the
ninth century the rosary found its way
within Islam. There are a number of prob-
lems with the rosary in addition to its
heathen beginnings.

First, Jesus makes it very plain that
repetitious prayers arc not acceptable
with God. He said, "But when yo pray,
use not vain repetitions, as the heathen
do: for they think that they shall be
heard for their much speaking. B0 not ye
therefore like unto them: for your Father
knoweth what things ye have need of,
before yc ask him." Matthew 6:7-8.

Second, the Bible teaches us that all
our prayers arc to be directed to God
alone. "Be careful for nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let' your requests be
made known unto God. And the peace or
God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7.

Third, the Bible makes it plain that
there is only one Mediator between God
and man. Paul said, "For there is one
God, and one mediator between God and
men, the mall Christ Jesus." 1 Timothy
2:5. Jesus said, "And whatsoever ye shall
ask in my name, that will I do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If yc
shall ask any thing in my name, I will do
it." John 14:13-14.

Some teach that Mary was immacu-
lately conceived-namely, that Mary was
born in a different state than you and I-
that she was born without sin and never
committed sin. However, as Catholic

priest J.M. Carda has noted, "The Holy
Scriptures do not mention the historical
origin of Mary nor do they expressly
allude to any privilege to her concep-
tion." J.M. Carda Pitarch, Oc, 55.

Although we, of course, do not be-
lieve in the Catholic doctrine of original
sin, it is interesting to note that the
thirteenth century Catholic scholar Tho-
mas Aquinas wrote, "Certainly (Mary)
was conceived with original sin, as is
natural. If she would not have bl;cn
born with original sin, she would not
have needed to be redeemed by Christ,
ancl, this being so, Christ would not be
the univcrsal Redeemcr of men, which
would abolish the dignity of Chris\." Chap-
ter CCXXXlT bis. Thomas Aquinas,
Compendia do 7'i:wlogia, Barcelona, 1985.

Augustine himself had commented
that if Mary had been free from the
power of sin, it was not because of her
birth, but because of her rebirth by God's
grace. Yet, in A.D. 1439, a council meeting
in Basel, Switzerland, established the im-
maculate conception of Mary as a dogma.

At the Councilor Trent, in 1546, the
new dogma was affirmed with these
words l "We do not wish to enclose in
the decree in which original sin is dealt
with, the blessed and immaculate Virgin
Mary, Mother of God." Cesar Vidal, The
Myth aIMary, 138.

Then on December 8, 1854, the dogma of
the inunaculal.c conception was f0I111ulated
ill the following way: "The doctrine that
sustains that the 1I10st blessed virgin Mary
was presGrvcd immune from any Slain of
original sin in the first mOll1el1l of her
conception, by the singular grace ancl privi-
lege of Almighty God, in of the
merits ofJesus Christ, Saviomofthe human
race, this doctrine revealed by God should
be, therefore, tinnly and constantly believed
by all the I'aithful." [bid" 145.

Finally, at the Vatican II Council it
was declared thm Mary was "preserved
immune from every stain of original sin."
[bid., 149.

The Bible, speaking of the .Iews and
Gcntiles. says they "'are all under sill. As
it is written, There is none righteous, no,
llot one." Romans 3:9-10. Jesus is the
only exception. He was "without sin."
See Hebrews 4: 15. The teaching that Mary
committed no sin is as foreign to the
New Testament church and the Scrip-
tures as is the teaching that Mary plays
any part in the salvation of men.

Yet, some teach that there arc two
pathways to heaven. In his book, The
Glories ofMary, Alfonso Liguori wrote,



I""f'le Bible is clear that Enoch and Elijah were
.1. translated to heaven and that Moses received a
special resurrection. But nowhere do the Scriptures
support the idea that Mary was taken to heaven.
She is resting in the grave awaiting the Resurrection.

"If my redcemer should reject me, I will
throw mYS01fat Mary's fecI." Ibid., 143.

Such statcmcnts are not only a mis-
representation of God's mercy but also
of His justice. For example, in the book,
Miracles ofQlIr Lady. 13th cClllury Span-
ish monk Gonzalo de Berceo wrote about
a greedy man \'.'ho loved the land more
than he loved the Crcator. However, it
was said that he had one virtue, namely.
"He loved, though he was cvil-very
mueh Holy Mary. He would hear of her
mimcles-and all did he believe." Ac-
cording to Bereeo, this man's belief in
Mary had merit. Whcn the man died, thc
demons wanted to capture his soul, but
because he had called upon Mary the
angels took him to heaven.

This story teaches that one might be
an unrepentant sinner and still receive
eternal life because of his devotion to
Mary. Such a tcaching is dangerous. It is
bad enough that one is encouraged to
call upon the name of Mary and conse-
quently bypass Jesus as lhe "way, the
truth, anclthc lifc" (John 14:6), but it b
sacrilegious to teach that covetousness,
fornication, and the many other practices
condemned by Scripture arc not obstacles
to heaven. Paul said, "'Know ye not that
the unrighteous shall not inherit the king-
dom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor-
tioners, shall inherit the kingdom of Goel."
I Corinthians 6:9-10.
The only namc man may bc

savcd is Jesus Christ, "ncither is there
salvation in any other; for there is none
olher name under heaven given among
men, whereby must be saved." Acts
4: 11-12. We do have an Advocate in
heaven to plead our sinful casco John
said, "'My little children, things
write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if
any man sin, wc have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
and hr.; is the propitiation for our sins:
and not for ours only, but also for the
sins of the whole world." I John 2: 1-2.

Tragically, to the misleading of mil-
lions, some teach that Mary is our advo-
cate. Pope Pius X, in his Enciclica Ad
Diem I/ltlll/, wrote that Mary is "the
principal pany in the distribution of
graces." rbid.! 144.

Pope Benedict XV affirmed that
" Mary ... is the mcdiator with God of all
the graces. .. Not without divine de-
sign, she was present, suffered <'tnd al-

most died with her Son who was suffer-
ing and dying, she abdicated her mater-
nal rights over the Son for the salvation
of men and, as far as she could, immo-
lated Him to satisfy the justicc of God;
therefore, it can be said with good rea-
son that she redeemed, with Christ, the
human race." Ibid., 144, 146.

Pope Lco XlII wrotc that when Mary
"offered herself to God as a servant for
the office of Mother, and when she made
a completc surrender of hcrself with the
Son in the templc, she became associ-
ated already with Him in the painful ex-
piation on behalf of the human race."
Ibid., 146.

At Vatican JJ it was said that "Mary,
the Mother of God ... is united with in-
dissoluble bonds to the saving work of
her Son," and that Mary "suffered in-
tensely with her only begotten Son and,
giving her loving consent to the immola-
tion of the victim to whom she had given
birth, she connected with a mother's heart
1'0 His sacrifice.... Becausc after her
assumption into heaven she has not set
aside this saving function, but continues
to obtain for us, with her multiple inter-
cession, the gifts relative to eternal sal-
vation. With her maternal love, she cares
for the brothers of her Son that still
journey and move among dangers and
distresses until they reach the happy
homeland." Because of this, Mary is
"called on in the Church with the titles of
Advocate, Assistant, Helper, Mediator."
Ibid., 150.

Of course, such an erroneous slant
on the role of Mary has increased the
worship and devotion to Mary. Ac-
cording to Vatican II, the church "asks
all the sons of the Church to enthusi-
astically promote the worship of the
blessed Virgin, especially in liturgical
worship; that they should hold the prac-
tice in great esteem and exercise devo-
tion to her, recommended by teaching
throughout the centuries, and that they
fulfill religiously what was established

in times past regarding the worship of
images." Ibid., 15 J.

In the most recent Catholic Cat-
echisl1I of 1992, under the pontificate of
Pope John Paul II, it is promoted that
Mary was united to the Son "in the work
of sal vation ... from the moment of the
virginal conception of Christ until his
death." Then when she was taken to
heaven she was "'clevated to the throne
by the Lord as Queen of the Universe."
Consequently, the worship of Mary "is
an intrinsic element of Christian wor-
ship" and that "the most holy Virgin is
honored with reason by the Church with
a special worship." Ibid., 152.

There is no Biblical basis for this
adoration of MarYl even if she had been
raised in a special resurrection. The Bible
is clear that Enoch and Elijah were trans-
Inted to heaven and that Moses received
a special resurrection. But nowhere do
the Scriptures support the idea that Mary
was taken to heaven. She is resting in
the grave awaiting the Resurrection like
all the other saints who died bclieving in
His saving grace.

As far as answering the question,
"Can Mary unify the world with the
Catholic Church?" The answer is, "No.
She is not even alive to do so." However,
demons impersonating Mary can speak
to the living, and their intent is to unify
the whole world with the Catholic Church.

Already millions around the world are
flocking to see the apparitions of Mary.
Her devotees number at least into the

tens of millions) making the Marian move-
ment the fastest growing clement within
Christianity.

How tragic that her devotees know
so little about the Mary of Scripture, the
resurrection of the dead, and the Word
of God!

What can we do? We must spread
the three angels' messages far and wide
before it is too late. Let us choose to be
used of God every day 10 reach out to
these precious souls. 0
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A Strike Against the Authority of God
THIS article deals with a very dan-

gerous trend in the theology of
OUf church regarding the issue of

salvation. Some examples will be given
from our publications as evidence of that
trend. There is no malicious intent to-
ward any of the authors cited, as this
evidence is given from their own writ-
ings. However, we are watchmen on the
walls of Zion. We are responsible for
giving the warning that could keep souls
from being deccived and lost.
Recently, a very dear relative

phoned us, and as OUf conversation
progresscd, she asked me, '·What is
going on in the church?" She was aware
that major changes on the salvation
issue had come into our church in the
last few decades. Naturally, we came
around to the matter of obedience in
relation to salvation. She had read a
magazine and heard sermons on this
subject. She asked, "What difference
does it makc whcther obedience to the
law i only a result of what Christ has
done for us as our Sacrifice, or whether
it is a condition of our salvation?"

On the surface this question seems
so reasonable because nothing could
be more true than that obedience is the
result of what Christ's sacrifice has
done for us. Many think that it has to
be one way or the other, not realizing
that obedience is both the result and
the condition of our salvation. The
position that obedience is only the
result of what Christ has done for us is
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probably accepted by the great major-
ity of our people.

[n the everlasting gospel of the third
angel's message, as wc shall see, obedi-
ence is both the result and the condition
of our salvation. Of course, the obliga-
tion to obcy the law of God makes it a
condition of our salvation. There is no
error that Christ rebuked so severely as
the error that it was not necessary to
overcome sin in one's life. It was this
belief that was referred to when Christ
commended the church of Ephesus for
hating the deeds of the Nicolaitans which
He also hated. See Revclation 2:6. He
said of the church of Pergamos, you
have them that "hold the doctrine of the
icolaitans, which thing I hatc'" Revela-

tion 2: 15. Adventist scholars comment in
Tlte Sevemlt-day Adventist Bible Com-
mentary, vol. 7,745, that the Nicolaitans
apparently "taught that deeds of the
flesh do not affcct the purity of the soul,
and consequently have no bearing on
salvation ...

Sincc Jesus hated that doctrine in
the early church, what must He think of
us in the remnant church? We are on
the brink of the final crisis when obedi-
ence to the law of God will be the test
for all humanity. Much of our witness
through our publications and the spo-
ken word on this subject of obedience
is sending out a false signal to our
people and growing worse by the year.
We are without excuse. for both the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy are

ILowell Scarbrough I

crystal clear on the conditions of sal-
vation.

This division of doctrine could be
hcalcd if all would only believe Jesus'
answer to the young ruler's question
when he said, "If thou wilt enter into
life, keep the commandments." Mat-
thew 19: [7. If all would only believe
what Jesus told Nicodemus, "Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God" (John 3:3), the divi-
sion would disappear. There is only
one dcpth of love that God accepts,
and that is the love that keeps His
commandments. That comes to us only
when we are born of thc Spirit. Actually,
love is the bottom line on the condition
of salvation, and obedience to the law is
the expression of that love. The law "is
an embodiment of the great principle of
love." Steps ro Christ, 60.

If we had no other, that one state-
ment alone which Jesus made to
Nicodemus would be sufficient to place
sanctification through the Spirit as an
essential aspect of the gospel. "God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salva-
tion through sanctification of thc Spirit
and belief of the truth." 2 Thessalonians
2: 13. "And now, brethren, I commend
you to God, and to the word of his grace,
which is able to build you up, and to
give you an inheritance among all them
which arc sanctified." Acts 20:32. ·'And
such were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanctificd, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,



I t is true that the saints stood perfect becauseof what God had done for them; but that is only a
half truth. Christ pardons our sins-justifies us-
only when we are willing to be cleansed of our
participation in sin-sanctification.

and by the Spirit of our God." I Corin-
thians 6: 11. These texts make it clear
that sanctification is essential to our
sa]vatioI11 and, as such, it is an integral
part of the everlasting gospel of the
third angel's message.

We will take a small sampling from
some of our recent publications regard-
ing the new gospel in Adventism that
says obedience to God's law is only a
response to what Christ has done for us,
and thus it is not a condition of OUf
salvation. There is a very, very wide
chasm between the two positions as we
will sec. The following examples all in-
volve the same error, and all arc an-
swered by Jesus Himself in two verses
which are lIsed repeatedly in this article:
"If thou wilt enter into life, keep the

commandments.•,
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except

a man be bom again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God."

Example#l

A very interesting book has been
released recently entitled Even At The
Door, published by Review and Herald
Graphics, 1994. Having excellent docu-
mentation on a subject in which we all
have a deep interest, it could be a
ing to all, except for a few words on the
author's concept of salvation.

Speaking of the Day of Atonement in
the earthly type, he says, "The saints
were clean because of the blood shed for
them, not because of the work of sancti-
fication done in their lives. Because of
what God had done for them, they stood
perfect." Even Al The Dool; 180.

lt is true that the saints slood perfect
because of what God had done for them;
but that is only a half truth. Christ par-
dons our sins-justifies us-only when
we are willing to be cleansed of our
participation in sin-sanctification. The
only sanctification that we can have is
through being born and led by the Spirit.
Paul says, "For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.'"
Romans 8: 14. Christ would not have
stood in their place for their perfection
unless true sanctification was in progress
in their lives.

The author further states: "To pass
the test of the judgment. they were
not asked to present fruit that they had
raised with God's cooperation, nor were
tJley supposed to wave palm branches of
personal victory through the Spirit's
power in their lives. The only thing that

counted was the blood! Judgment was
based exclusively on their willingness to
lay aside everything else and trust in the
atonement for them." Ibid., 181.

As we can see, the author is saying
that the sanctification of the Spirit does
not count, because all that counts is the
blood. This excludes sanctification by
the Spirit as a part of the gospel. If we

take the author's statement literally, he
is perhaps unwittingly rejecting the in-
vestigative judgment as presented in the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy-a
cleansing from participation in sin-not
just from the guilt of sin.

The author places obedience as only
a response and not also the condition
of our salvation. The author's language
clearly is in harmony with the position
of a finished work on the cross for
salvation.

We were watching an interview on
3ABN in which the allthor of this book,
speaking of salvation, said, "It is by faith
alone; faith pillS nothing."

That is not the position we find in
Inspiration. James 2:26 tells us, "Faith
without works is dead." Moreover,
Galatians 5:6 reads, "Faith which worketh
by love." We arc to receive the Spirit by
faith. Sec Galatians 3:2, 5; John 7:38-39.
The Spirit of Prophecy exhorts us, "Exer-
cise that faith which works by love and
sanctifies the soul. Let none now make
the Lord ashamed of them because of
their unbelief." Testimonies, vol. 6,472.
"Obedience to all the commandments of
God is the only true sign of sanctifica-
tion." The Sevenlh-day Advelllist Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, 908.

Example #2

Our next example is the book We Still
Believe, published by the Pacific Press,
1994. The author speaks of Adam and
Eve and says, "They simply received
their lives from Him and all the blessings
of Eden as a free gift. In this same way,

salvation comes by resting in the per-
fect finished work of Jesus Christ
accomplished on the cross. .. If we
consider Sabbathkeeping a requirement
for salvation, we have turned the com-
mandment on its head. We are not en-
tering into God's rest at all. Rather, we
are depending on ourselves and our
works." We Still Believe, 63-64. (All

emphasis supplied unless otherwise
noted.)

The author states that when we have
the law written in our hearts, "Obedience
will become a pleasure, the automatic
response of our hearts to a God of love."
Ibid.,80.

As you probably noticed, the author's
position seems to be that man's salvation
was all completed on the cross. Thlls he
concludes that obedience to the command-
ments is not a requirement of salvation, but
merely an auromacic response to it.

This is consistent with the idea that
salvation precedes obedience and is not
even dependent upon it. Thus it is erro-
neously believed that we can be in a
saved condition even without fully con-
fessing and forsaking our known sins.
The author states that very error on
page 45 of the same book: "We don't
have to worry whether our name has
come up yet in the heavenly courtroom.
We don't have to be anxious about the
judgment closing before we have had a
chance to confess all our sins."

Example #3

We now come to the book entitled
Beyond Belief by Jack Sequeira. The
following statement causes many to
wonder how such a statement would
ever be published by an Adventist
press: "All three of these aspects of
our salvation-justification, sanctifica-
tion, and glorification-have already
been accomplished in the birth, life,
death, and resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ." Beyond Belief, 30.
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All parties agree that Christ is our perfect
Substitute, but these authors are denying the
truth that sanctification-our fitness for
heaven-is also a requirement or condition of
salvation.

The 3uthor is speaking of the im-
parted righteousness of Christ. and says,
"II 110t contribute in the slightest
way to our qualificalion for heaven."
Ibid.• 32. Compare this statement with
what Christ told Nicodemus in John 3:3.
5. This author believes in obedience. but
not 3S a condition of salvation. He states
that imparted righteousness. which car-
ries obedience with it, conlributes noth-
ing as a qualification for heaven.

EX3mple#4

Finally, we read an article entitled
"No Condemnation" in the August 1996,
Adventist Review (NAD Edition). This
article is in the context of the final judg-
mcnL The author quotcs another author.
which we assume reflects his position:

.' 'God has only one criterion for sal-
vation' wrote Beatrice S. Neall. 'faith in
the merits of a crucified Savior. Justifica-
tion alone is our title to heaven.'"

Yes, justification is our title to
heaven, and rhe last expression could
have come from Messages TO Young
People, 35, which reads, "The right-
eousness by which we arc jusLified is

imputed; the righteousncss by which
we are sanctified is imparted. The first
is our title to heaven, the second is our
fitness for heaven." Thus we see that
God has two criteria for our salva-
tion-justification. our title, Gild sanc-
tification, our fitness.

The author of" 0 Condemnation"
says further. "We must not confuse the
means of salvation (Christ as our Sub-
stitute) with the results (Christ in us)."
Notice the writer says that Christ in us
is the result of salvation. However. if
Christ is in us through the Holy Spirit.
and we just read the words of our
Creator in John 3:5 that we could not
go to heaven without Christ in us.
then it has to be a means of our salva-
tion. All of God's intelligent beings in
the universe are indwelt by the Spirit.

See The Desire ofAges. 161. The ones
who present obedience to God's law as
only a result of salvation do not present
a fitness for heaven, for that would
require obedience as a condition, and
they reject thaL

We do not find in these four ex-
amples an emphasis on our fitness for
heaven. What is this imparted righteous-
ness that is our fitness for heaven? 11 is
just what Jesus IOld Nicodemus, "'Except
a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God." John 3:5.

All parties agree that Christ is our
perfect Substitute, but these authors
are denying the truth that sanctifica-
tion-our fitness for heaven-is also a
requirement or condition of salvation.
When one has the imparted love of the
Spirit, he has an advancing experience
in obedience to God's law. If that is a
whole-hearted effort, God aeeepts it,
but God docs not cover continued will-
ful sin. Being born of the Spirit and
keeping God's commandments <:Irc in-
separably tied together. That is why
Christ could tell the young ruler, "If
thou wilt enter into life, keep the COIn-

mandmems," which is a condition of
salvation. He could also tell Nicodemus,
--You must be born again to enter the
kingdom," which makes obedience pos-
sible. and thus is also a condition of
salvation.

Evidently, Sister White knew that
what has been discussed in this article
would come into our church, for she
used some of the strongest language 1
have ever read in her writings about
the binding claims of God's law in Tire
Great Controversy. Before we look at
her statements, we should know what
she means when she writes of the bind-
ing claims of God's law:

"Christ does not lessen the claims of
the law. In unmistakable language He
presents obedicnce to it as the condition
of eternal life-the same eondition that

was required of Adam before his Fall."
Chrisl S Objeel LeSSOI/S, 391.

"The condition of cLernal life is now
JUSl what it has been-just what
it was in Paradise before the Fall of our
first obedience to the
law of God." Sleps 10 Chrisl. 62.

"The conditions of salvation are ever
the same. Life, eternal life, is for all who
will obey God's law:' The Sevelllh-doy
Advelllist Bible Commemary, vol. 7, 931.

"The gospel that is to be to
all nations, kindreds, tongues. and
peoplcs presents Lruth in clear lines,
showing that obedience is the condition
of gaining eternal life." Ibid., 972.

Now we are for the statement
from The Great COlllroversy in which
she says, "No error aeeepted by the
Christian world strikes more boldly
againsl the authority of Heaven, none is
more directly opposed to the dictates of
rC,lson, none is more perniciolls in its
results, than the modern doctrine, so
rapidly gaining ground, that Gad"s law is
no longer binding upon mcn." Tlie Gre({(
Controversy. 584. God's authority b ex-
pressed in His law. The Papacy took
upon itself 10 think 10 change the Sab·
bath from Saturday to Sunday. Paul wrote
about the man of sin "who opposelh and
cxalteth himself above all that is called
God; ... so thaI he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, shewing himself that he is
God." 2 Thessalonians 2:4.

Ellen White spoke of the little horn
and said. "Paul styled the.::: same power
the 'man of sill,' who was to exalt himself
above God.... Only by changing God's
law could the Papacy eXi.l1t iLself above
God. ... Here the papal power openly
sets itself above God." The Grear COI/-
trover:,,'Y, -146.

God gave the seventh-day Sabbath
as a memorial of His Creation. That was
God's intent. The Papacy attempted to
change the Sabbath from Saturday to
Sunday. ThaI WaS a greal error against
the authority of Heaven-God's law.
God gave His law of love to the uni-
verse. His intent was for it to be obeyed.
All of these teachings: that obedience
contributcs nothing to our
that we can be savcd with unconfessed
disobedience; and that sanctification
producing our obcdicnce is not our
fitness for heaven, are subtle ways of
saying that God's law is nol binding
upon us.

This present error, that obedience is
not a condition of salvation, is as great a
strike against' the authority of God-His
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Many believe that this present opposition to
required sanctified obedience could be the
Omega of Apostasy because it rejects God's law
as binding, and it teaches that the gospel is
completed outside of man.

law-as was the Papacy's in "changing"
the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday.

This doctrine exalts itself above God's
Word. FUl1hennorc, we read in the same
paragraph in Tlte Grear 584.
"No error ... is more directly opposed 10
the dictates of reason than ... that God's
law is no longer binding upon men." Of
course, there is no reason whatsoever in
God's having a law of lovc to govem the
univcrse, and thcn not requiring obedience
to that law. In other words. reason dictates
that G<xl"s law is binding upon all men.

The 1888 Message confim1cd the
binding claims of God"s law by present-
ing Christ's imparted righteollsness to
enable the keeping of the law. See the
book Christ wId His Righteousness by
E. J. Waggoner. 55-67. In Testimonies to
Ministers, 468, Ellen White referred to
this imparted righteollsness of the Son
of God as "'the active principle of love
imparted by the Holy Spirit." It is simply
the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit.
Ellen White describes this message in
one paragraph in Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 92, She said, "[t is the third angel's
message," God commanded that it be
given to the world and said that it would
be attended by the outpouring of God's
love in the latter rain.

We have only seen the tip of the
iceberg in this little sampling of the trend
in our r.;hurch to reject the binding claims
of God's law, Even though some of the::;c

examples may not claim an entirely fin-
ished work at the cross for S<:llvation, the
very nature of their position supports it.
By rejecting the binding claims of God's
law, they have chosen the Nieolaitan
doctrine which says that they are not
under any obligation to keep God's law,
and Ihat obedience is only a result of
Christ's sacrifice for them.

With the inspired data above on the
binding claims ofGod's law, we now under-
stand why Christ saiel that He hated the
deeds of the Nicolaitans. It makes no differ-
\;:Ilce how much a speaker, author, or anyone
else embellishes his or her belief in obedi-
ence to God's law if they clilim it is only a
result of salvHtion, and downplily or deny
its necessity for Ollr salvation,

This position leads people to trans-
gress God's law just [he same as if lhey
were in rebellion against it. See 71te Great
COl1lroversy. 586.

Many believe that this present oppo-
sition to required sanctified obedience
could be the Omega of Apostasy be-
cause it rejects God's law as binding,
and it teaches that the gospel is com-
pleted outside of man. If all the people in
the remnant church should accept these
views, the church would be ravaged.
Thank God it is only the shaking.

This shaking will no doubt awaken
lTIi:lny, and through study and prayer they
will settle "into the truth, both intellectu-
(lily and spiritually, so thl"jy cannOt be
moved." Then God's people will be
scaled, and will all be speaking the same
thing. Tlte Sevel/flt-day Adventi.')'l Bible
COlllmel/tary, vol. 4, 1161; see also Testi-
mOllies, vol. 8,251. May the Lord hasten
that day is our 0
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Only $5.00

Those Who Do Not
Remember the Past
by Kevin Paulson

n,is book is must read-
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Standish, and Ron Spear.
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come quite obvious. PB. 5112 x 8112 inch
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Only $6.00

Beyond Belief
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by Kevin Paulson
Revised and Enlarged Edition
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deeper look at the gos-
pel portrayed in Jack
Sequeira's book, Be-
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erenced with the Bible
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8'12 inch size, 108 pages. EB05601.

Only $6.00
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M AD Cow Disease, known sci-
entifically as bovine spongifonn
encephalopathy (ESE) in cattle,

is an incurable spongy degeneration of
the brain and central nervous system. A
similar complex disease in humans, known
as Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (CJD), acts
like an accelerated form of Alzheimer's,
and is characterized by an irreversible
degeneration of brain tissue-holes
fonned in the brain, disabling and finally
killing the victim. The fear of this unusu-
ally cruel and fatal neurological disease
has sent shock waves throughout Eu-
rope and around the globe, creating one
of the biggest consumer panics ever ex-
perienced in the industrialized world.

Q. How do cattle and humans con-
tract this disease?

A. For decades British and North
American farmers have been feeding their
beef and dairy cattle, which are of course
herbivores, cheap protein supplements
made from things which include sheep
brains, spinal cords, and other animal
parts. Sheep, as any farmer will testify,
have for centuries carried scrapie-a fa-
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tal, degenerative brain disease, which is
remarkably similar to Mad Cow Disease
and CJD. It is feared that this disease
can be transmitted to humans who eat
meat from infected cattle.

Since 1989 Britain has banned sheep
offal (the ground remains of the dead
animal) from callie feed. Indeed, all
mammal tissue has been banned from
all agricultural feed in that country, and,
furthennore, the World Health Organi-
zation is now endorsing a ban for all
countries. However, in the United States
this practice continues up to the present
time as a routine process, designed to
boost milk and meat production. Indeed,
offal from sheep, cattle and other ani-
mals, as well as animal feces, is rou-
tinely fed to American food animals
(cattle, pigs, poultry and fish) in the
fonn of rendered pellets, powder or meal.
In addition, massive quantities of blood
meal, bone meal and other animal
byproducts find their way into food
animal's feed. It is grossly unnatural
and dangerous to feed blood and other
animal parts to cattle, which are natural

Suzanne Sutton

vegetarians. Animal diseases may very
well be passed on in the process.

Various diseases may also be trans-
mitted to human beings who eat infected
animals. Indeed, from feed, to cow, to
the human brain, appears to be the pro-
gression of Mad Cow Disease, which
has leaped across the species barrier to
become a variant of CJD.
Cattle with the disease show symp-

toms of staggering, drooling, aggres-
sion, and confused behavior, appearing
to have gone "mad." Afflicted humans
show symptoms similar to Alzheimer's
disease-dementia, confusion, convul-
sions, loss of speech, sight. and hearing,
and ending with a coma and death. This
disease, one of the most mysterious
known to human beings, is always fatal
and there is no treatment for it. The
incubation period seems to be four to
thirty years.

The causative agent appears to be a
defonned molecule called a "prion," (pro-

Suzanne SurrOll. a free/alice and llOllselVife. wrires
from Riverside, California.



The Lord's curse is upon the earth, upon
man, upon beasts, upon the fish in the sea;

and as transgression becomes almost universal,
the curse will be permitted to become as broad
and as deep as the transgression.

nounced PREE-on), a mysterious and ab-
nannal infectious protein. This strange-
acting, never-before-seen infectious agent,
which is neither a bacteria nor a virus, is
distinct from anything encountered be-
fore-an infectious agent that defies the
accepted rules of nature. Smaller than the
tiniest virus, they do not contain nucleic
acid which makes up the RNA and DNA
that carry the genetic codes of nonnal
viruses, bacteria, plants, cows, humans and
virtually all other living things. Yet they are
able to replicate and spread, but do not
activate an immune response. Unfortu-
nately, they are highly resistant to heat, UV
light, radiation and most common chemi-
cal disinfectants.
Q. Surely the proper authorities in

this country are taking actions to pre-
vent this disease from gaining a foot-
hold here. Is not this the case?

A. Tragically, this is not so. The very
practice that apparently caused and fos-
tered Mad Cow Disease in England-
feeding cattle processed remains of other
animals-is commonplace in America.
The image of contented cows grazing
on sweet grass and hay should forever
be dispelled. No "Grcen Acres" here!
Ground up carcasses of sheep, cows and
other animals, including their tonsils,
intestines, spinal cords, brains, spleens,
and so on, are a regular part of the daily
bill of farc of food animals, which are
mass produced by intensive, risky, pro-
duction-driven, farming methods. The
poor animals are crowded and confined
by the thousands on factory-style fanns.
These, and other horrors of modem ani-
mal food production, give rise to vari-
ous chronic, insidious, and complex
groups of diseases.

Recently, the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) considered
a ban on feeding cows to cows. How-
ever, according to an internal USDA
document, thc agency dismissed the ban
because "the cost to the livestock and
rendering industries would be substan-
tial. "I Clearly, this governmental agency
has placed the financial interests of the
influential, multibillion-dollar livestock
industry ahead of public health.

However, a ban on this procedure
may not be the answer to the problem.
Even in Great Britain, where a manda-
tory ban has been in effect since 1989,
some farmers have illicitly been feeding
their cattle rendered animal parts. This
disturbing reality has always been the
case. Any ban is totally dependent on
individual and industrial compliance.

Q. Many are simply shifting from
beef to other meats such as pork, poul-
try, lamb, and so forth. Is not this the
safe, sane thing to do?

A. No. Likc cows, all of these animals
are regularly fed rendered animal
byproducts, as well as vast quantities of
antibiotics, hormones, anabolic steroids
(the same as used by athletes and body
builders), and various other legal and ille-
gal medications. Some medical scientists
are warning that a full-blown epidemic of
Mad Cow Disease, E.coli infections, or
some other type of meat-borne disease, is
"waiting in the wings" in this country. It is
just a matter of time!

Indeed, the ill effects of a meat-
centered diet are already epidemic. Even
if these animals are healthy, eating them
is not. Study aftcr study clearly demon-
strates that beef, pork, poultry and lamb,
even when untainted by disease, contain
massive amounts of saturated fats and
cholesterol, thus helping to clog arter-
ies, hospitals and cemeteries worldwide.
Mounting evidence likewise links meat
consumption with stroke, cancer, diabe-
tes, gout, osteoporosis and a host of
other infectious and inflammatory dis-
eases.

Spcaking of poultry, Alex Hershaft,
Ph.D., writing in Vegetarion Voice, Vol.
21, No.4. (1996), warns: "Chickens are
fed more infected animal protein than
cows-and are likely carriers of the dis-
ease (BSE)-they just don'l live long

enough to exhibit symptoms. We must
convince consumers that chicken is not
a 'health food,' bUI a reliable source of
saturated fat, cholesterol, salmonella-
and perhaps 'Mad Chicken Disease.' "

A further warning comes from Neal
Barnard, M.D., writing in Good Medi-
cine, (Spring 1996): "Research has shown
beyond any reasonable doubt that meat
is to your digestive tract and arteries
what tobacco is to your lungs. Meat
contributes to colon cancer, heart at-
tacks and other risks that run neck in

neck with the toll brought on by to-
bacco."
Q. The symptoms of CJD closely

resemble those of Alzheimer's Disease.
Could there be a connection?

A. CJD usually strikes the middle-
aged and elderly (like Alzheimer's);
however, recent victims in England av-
eraged 26 years of age, including some
in their teens. The brain tissue of these
young people looked like Alzheimer's.
Is there a connection between the two
maladies? Four million Americans suf-
fer from Alzheimer's. Could this hor-
rible affliction be caused by a variant of
the CJD agent? Some medical authori-
ties raise the distinct possibility that
CJD can be easily misdiagnosed as
Alzheimer's. Clearly, there are more
questions than answers.

Q. Surely some type of "early warn-
ing system" should have been in place.
Right?

A. Absolutely! Almost 100 years ago,
our own Ellen G. White wrote: "''Disease
in cattle is making meat eating a dan-
gerous matter. The Lord's curse is upon
the earth, upon man, upon beasts, upon
the fish in the sea; and as transgression
becomes almost universal, the curse will
be permitted to become as broad and as
deep as the transgression. Disease is
contracted by the use of meat. The dis-
eased flesh of these dead carcasses is
sold in the market places, and disease
among men is the sure result....

"There is no safety in the eating of
the flesh of dead animals, and in a short
time the milk of cows will also be ex-
cluded from the diet of God's com-
mandment-keeping people. In a short
time it will not be safe to use anything
that comes from the animal creation....

"The disease upon animals is be-
coming more and more common, and
our only safety now is leaving meat
entirely alone.... Because of meat eat-
ing, many die, and they do not under-
stand the cause. . .. In eating meat we
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Selected Health
Publications
The Animal
Connection

This book addresses the ef-
fects of animals and their dis-
eases, as well as animal prod-
ucts such as meat, milk, eggs
and cheese, upon the health of
humans. Contains 248 refer-
ences to scientific literature.
163 pages, $4.95 each.

In many cities around the
world, Country Life Restau-
rants have one thing in com-
mon-remarkably deliCiOUS
food that is healthful and nu-
tritious. Now you can enjoy
these same meals in your own
horne. Comb bound; 270
pages. $9.95 each.

The Country Life
Vegetarian Cookbook

the National Renderers Association, in
Alexandria, Virginia.

• Scrapie. the brain disease, is present
in the United States sheep population.
According to the USDA, 7,500 Ameri-
can sheep have the disease.3

• Cases of BSE have been reported
in France, Switzerland, Canada, Ger-
many, Denmark, Italy, Portugal, Oman
and the Falkland Islands.

• The dangers posed by BSE in the
United States could surpass those cur-

I Earrh Save. Summer 1996, Yol. 7, No.2, 6.
VegerarialJ Vt'Jic('. Vol. 21, No.4. 1996,5.

l Ibid.
Vegerarian TImes, June 1996, 16.

'Earrh Save, Summer 1996, Vol. 7, No.2, 5.

partake of diseased dead nesh, and this
sows its seeds of corruption in the hu-
man organism." Counsels' 011 DieT and
Foods, 411-414.

"People are continually eating flesh
that is filled with tuberculosis and can-
cerous germs. Tuberculosis, cancer, and
other fatal diseases arc thus communi-
cated." Ibid., 388.

"We do not mark out any precise
line to be followed in diet; but we do say
that in countries where there are fruits,

grainstaud nuts in a\,iniJance, flesh being eXQ;;rienced in,Great.Britain.
isrnot !he right food' for God's people. I 'The BSE time bomb is constantly ticking!
have been, instrucl<;ct that flesh food has •• The d($l'ase can also affect zoo
a tendency tOtlfnimalizc the n,aturc,. to mice, cheeta1;1S, pigs .land
rob men and women of that love and domestic cats.
sympathy which 'they slioulp" feel for v ,after se!ng' ih'!J;le, lah at
everyone, and to give the lower passions over 500 degrees'Fahrenheif, diseascd-ani-
control over the higher powers of the mal brain tissue remains infectious!
being. If meat eating was ever healthful, _ Although the USDA denies that
it is not safe now. Cancers, tumors, and there is any risk to public health, some
pulmonary diseases are largely caused BSE experts disagree: "Potentially, this
by mcat eating. is one of the most frightening diseases

"We are not to make the use of nesh the world has ever known," says Ed-
food a test of fellowship, but we should ward L. Menning, D.Y.M., editor of the
consider the influence that professed Journal of Federal Veterinariaf1s. 4
believers who use flesh foods have over This latest wake-up call will no doubt
others. As God's messengers, shall we cause many Adventists to rethink their
not say to the people: 'Whether there- concept of "clean meat." In the light of
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye new information surfacing regularly con-
do, do all to the glory of God?' 1 Corin- cerning the many, many dangers of eat-
thians 10:31." Testimonies, vol. 9, 159. ing any and all meat products, this term

Sister White gives a wealth of coun- (clean meat) has become an oxymoron
sel all this and many, many other sub- [contradictory expression]. British mi-
jects. Overall, our "early warning sys- crobiologist, Richard Lacy, Ph,D., re-
tern" has become a daily guide and is as minds us of this aspect of our own
new as tomorrow's newspaper, offering message when he states emphatically,
a look into the future. Thank you, Jesus! "The simple and safest answer is to stop
Facts You Should Know About eating animals.'" With this we whole-

Mad Cow Disease (BSE): heartedly agree-to continue to partake
• A recent British study concluded of this very questionable article of food

that as little as aile teaspoon of BSE- is indeed madness! 0
infected feed can transfer the infection
to cattle. The infectious agent may be
able to survive for ten years or more. 2

• All U,S. animal feeds contain beef
and sheep slaughter byproducts-the
most likely source of BSE, according to
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children, when they are in the house.
is in the room she occupies. She can
then have a general oversight of them,
and be prepared to set little differenc-
es right, when appealed to by them,
and correct wrong habits, or the man-
ifestation of selfishness or passion,
and can thus give their minds a turn
in the right direction. That which
children enjoy they think mother will
be pleased with, and it is perfectly
natural for them to consult her in
little matters of perplexity. And the
mother should not wound the heart of
her sensitive child by treating the
matter with indifference, or by refus-
ing to be troubled with such small
matters. That which may be small to
the mother is large to her children. A
word of direction, or caution. at the
right time will often prove of great
value. An approving glance, a word of
encouragement or praise, from the
mothef, will often cast a sunbeam into
their young hearts for a whole day.

The first education children should
receive from the mother in infancy,
should be in regard to their physical
health. They should be allowed only
plain food, of that quality that will
preserve to them the best condition of
health; and that should be partaken of
only at regular periods, not oftener than
three times a day, and two meals would
be better than three. If children are
disciplined aright, they will soon learn
that they can receive nothing by crying
or fretting. ln training her children. a
judicious mother will act not merely in
regard to her own present comfort, but
for their future good. And to this end,
she will teach them the important les-
son of controlling the appetite, and of
self-denial, that they should eat, drink,
and dress with reference to health.

A well-disciplined family, who love
and obey God, will be cheerful and
happy. The father when he returns
from his daily labor, will not bring his
perplexities to his home. He will feel
that home, and the family circle, are
too sacred to be marred with unhappy
perplexities. When he left his home,
he did not leave his Saviour and his
religion behind. Both were his eom-

Corllinucd 011 27

The
MediCllI.
M;ss;ontlrJ.
Come" .

"Christ stands before us s the..-pattern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example

for all who should come after."
Lorna Linda Messages, 61.

then go forth to his labor with the love
and blessing of his wife, and the love of
his children, to make his heart cheerful
through his laboring hours. And that
mother who is aroused to her duty realiz-
es the obligations resting upon her to her
children in the absence of the father. She
will feel that she lives for her husband
and children. By training her children
aright. teaching them habits of temper-
ance and self-control, and teaching them
their duty to God, she is qualifying them
10 become useful in the world, to elevate
the standard of morals in society, and to
reverence and obey the law of God.
Patiently and perseveringly will the god-
ly mother instruct her children, giving
them line upon line, and precept upon
precept, not in a harsh, compelling man-
ner, but in Jove; and in tenderness will
she win them. They will consider her
lessons of love, and will happily listen to
her words of instruction.

Instead of sending them from her
presence. that she may 110t be troubled
with their noise, nor be annoyed with the
numerous attentions they would desire,
she will feel that her time cannot be
better employed than in soothing and
diverting their restless, active minds with
some amusement, or light, happy em-
ployment. The mother will be amply
repaid for her efforts in taking time to
invent amusement for her children.

Young children love society. They
cannot, as a general thing, enjoy them-
selves alone; and the mother should feel
that in 1110st cases the place for her

by Ellen G. White

Disease and Its Causes
Part 7

THE first important lesson for chil-
dren to learn is the proper denial of
appetite. It is the dUly of mothers

to attend to the wants of their children, by
soothing and diverting their minds, in-
stead of giving them food, and thus tcach-
ing them that eating is the remedy for
life's ills.

If parents had lived healthfully, be-
ing satisfied with a simple diet, much
expense would have been saved. The
father would not have been obliged to
labor beyond his strength. in order to
supply the needs of his family. A sim-
ple, nourishing diet would nOI have had
an innuence unduly to excite the ner-
vous system and the animal passions,
producing moroseness and irritability.
If he had partaken only of plain food,
his head would have been clear, his
nerves steady, his stomach in a healthy
condition; and with a pure system, he
would have had no loss of appetite, and
the present generation would be in a
much better condition than it now is.
But even now, in this late period, some-
thing can be done to improve our con-
dition. Temperance in all things is nec-
essary. A temperate father will not
complain if he has no great variety on
his lab Ie. A healthful manner of living
will improve the condition of the family
in every sense, and will allow the wife
and mother time to devote to her chil-
dren. The great study with parents will
be in what manner they can best train
their children for usefulness in this
world, and for heaven hereafter. They
will be contclll to see their children
with neat, plain, comfortable garments,
free from embroidery and
and will earnestly labor to see them in
possession of the inward adorning, the
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of God of great
price.

Before the Christian father leaves
his home, to go to his labor, he will
gather his family around him, and bow-
ing before God, will commit them to
the care of the Chief Shepherd. He will
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THE early and latter rains have been
important landmarks in the teach
iogs of Adventism from its very

beginning. The inspired writings of our
prophet, Ellen White, have elaborated on
the important subject of the Holy Spirit.
As thc early rains sproutcd the seed, the
JaueT rains produced the harvest. The
long-looked-for Pentecost will come as
the fruition of the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit.

Let us now read what Ellen White
says conceming the qualifications we
must have if we arc to receive such a
wonderful gift:

"The third angel's message is swell-
ing into a loud cry, and you must not feel
at liberty to neglect the present duty,
and still entertain the idea that at some
future time you will be the recipients of
great blessing, when without any effort
on your part a wonderful revival will take
place. Today you are to give yourselves
to God, that He may make of you vessels
unto honor, and meet for His service.
Today you are to give yourself to God,
that you may be emptied of self, emptied
of envy, jealousy, evil sunnising, strife,

everything that shall be dishonoring to
God. Today you are to have your vessel
purified that it may be ready for the
heavenly dew, ready for the showers of
the latter rain; for the latter rain will
come, and the blessing of God will fill
every soul that is purified from every
defilement. It is our work today to yield
our souls 10 Christ, that we may be fitted
for the time of refreshing from the pres-
ence of the Lord-fined for thc baptism
of the Holy Spirit."" Selected Messages,
book I, 190-191.

"The latter rain. ripening earth'$ har-
vest, represents the spiritual grace that
prepares the church for the coming of
the Son of man. But unless the former
rain has fallen, there will be no life; the
green blade will not spring up. Unless
the early showers have done their work,
the latter rain can bring no seed to per-
fection.

"There is to be 'first the blade, then
the ear, after that the full corn in the ear."
There must be a constant development
of Christian virtue, a constant advance-
ment in Christian experience. This we
should seek with intensity of desire, that

we may adorn the doctrine of Christ our
Saviour." Testimonies to Ministers. 506.

The promise of the latter rain is abso-
lutely sure:

"And it shall come to pass afterward,
that I will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see vi-
sions: and also upon the servants and
upon the handmaids in those days will 1
pour out my spirit. And I will shew \Von-
ders in the heavens and in the earth,
blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The
sun shall be turned into darkness, and
the moon into blood, before the great
and the terrible day of lhc LOIm come."
Joel 2:28-31.

The apostle recognized that verse 28
was fulfilled first at Pentecost, but the
second application of this important
ise is soon to take place. It has long
been delayed because the church has
not comprehended or experienced the
three angels' messages of full surrender
to all of God"s will. While praying for the
latter rain ministry of the Holy Spirit, we
have refused to surrender our lives and

--------1 Ron Spear
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While praying for the latter rain ministry of the
Holy Spirit, we have refused to surrender our
lives and work to His early rain ministry as
found in the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy.

work to His early rain ministry as found
in the Sible and the Spirit of Prophecy.
These angels arc only symbols for an

obedient, people, who have
experienced the working of t.he Holy Spirit
in their lives. They have gained the vic-
tory over the lust of the flesh, their
dispositions, and their tempers, and are
able by the Spirit. to respond t.o life's
situations as Jesu did. Ellen White had
that experience herself:

"During the past fifty years of my
life, I have had precious opportunities to
obtain an experience. 1have had an expe-
rience in the first, second, and third an-
gels' messages. The angels are repre-
sented as flying in the midst of heaven,
proclaiming to the world a message of
warning, and having a direct bearing
upon the people living in the last days of
this earth's history. No one hears the
voice of these angels, for they are a
symbol to represent the people of God
who are working in harmony with the
universe of Heaven. Men and women,
enlightened by the Spirit of God and
sanctified through the tmth, proclaim the
three messages in their order." Selected
Messages, book 2,387. See Testimonies,
vol. 6, J7-18.

"The opposition of the enemies of
truth will be restrained that the third
angel's message may do its work....

"The angel who unites in the procla-
mation of the third angel's message is to
lighten the whole earth with his glory. A
work of worldwide extent and unwonted
power is here foretold....

"The work will be similar to that of
the Day of Pentecost. As thc 'former
rain' was given, in the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit at the opening of the
gospel, to cause the upspringing of the
precious seed, so the 'latter rain' will
be given at its close for the ripening of
the harvest. 'Then shall we know, if we
follow on to know the LORD: his going
forlh is prepared as the morning; and
he shall come unto us as the rain, as
the latter and former rain unto the
earth.' Hosea 6:3. 'Se glad then, ye
children of Zion, and rejoice in the
LORD your God: for he hath given you
the former rain moderately, and he will
cause to come down for you the rain,
the former rain, and the latter rain.' Joel
2:23. 'In the last days, saith God, I will
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh....
And it shall come to pass, that whoso-
ever shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.' Acts 2: 17, 21." The
Great Controversy, 611.

The purpose of the latter rain is to
swell the third angel's message into the
loud cry as the fourth angel of Revela-
tion 18 joins the third angel's message.
The experience of this message is to
bring the power, which has been lacking
for more than 100 years, into the pa-
tiently waiting saints. See Acts 1:8. They
now witness to the church, and to the

world, that God has enough power to
keep those from sinning who are willing
to be made willing to explicitly obey all
of God's instructions-His Ten Com-
mandments, expanded in the Sible and
the Spirit of Prophecy-without compro-
mise. They become fearless. They are
now able to demonstrate to thc world the
love of God. They humbly love the tnJth,
and speak it with convincing power while
persecution rages against the truth:
"Yea, and all that will live godly in

Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."
2 Timothy 3:12.

At this time the Sabbath will be pro-
claimed more fully-both to the world
and to God's people. This enrages Satan
and his followers. Tragically, today many
Seventh-day Adventists understand the
true sacredness of the Sabbath, but they
fail to keep it according to Isaiah 58: 13-
14: "If thou tum away thy foot from the
sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day; and call the sabbath a delight,
the holy of the LORD, honourable; and
shalt honour him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure,
nor speaking thine own words: then shalt
thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I
will cause thee to ride upon the high
places of the earth, and feed thee with
the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the
mouth of the LORD hath spoken it." No
doubt we could all benefit by reviewing
the counsels regarding Sabbath obser-
vance found in Testimonies, vol. 6, 349-
368.
The preaching of true Sabbath-

keeping will grow into the loud cry just
prior to the close of our probation:

.• 'The commencement of that time
of trouble,' here mentioned, does not
refer to the time when the plagues shall
begin to be poured out, but to a short
period just before they are poured out,
while Christ is in the sanctuary. At that
time, while the work of salvation is
closing, trouble will be coming on the
earth, and the nations will be angry,

yet held in check so as not to prevent
the work of the third angel. At that
time the 'latter rain,' or refreshing from
the presence of the Lord. wi II come, to
give power to the loud voice of the
third angel, and prepare the saints to
stand in the period when the seven last
plagues shall be poured out." Eorly
Writings, 85-86.
"I saw that the holy Sabbath is, and

will be, the separating wall between the
true Israel of God and unbelievers; and
that the Sabbath is the great question
to unite the hearts of God's dear, wait-
ing saints. I saw that God had children
who do not see and keep the Sabbath.
They have not rejectcd the light upon
it. And at the commencement of the
time of trouble, we were filled with
the Holy Ghost as we went forth and
proclaimed the Sabbath more fully."
Ibid.,85.
The shaking of Adventism will soon

produce a faithful, loyal ministry, and a
people obedient to God's sacred, holy
commandments. Everyone that can be
shaken will be shaken, and those who
cannot be shaken will remain faithful.
Through Inspiration God reveals the
final scenes of the great controversy:

"Not all in this world have taken
sides with the enemy against God. Not
all have become disloyal. There are a
faithful few who are true to God; for
John writes: 'Here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus.' Revelation 14: 12. Soon the battle
will be waged fiercely between those
who serve God and those who serve Him
not. Soon everything that can be shaken
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D aubt, and evendisbeliefofthe Testimonies of
the Spirit ofGod, is leavening our churches
everywhere. Satanwould have it thus.

Ministers whopreach selfinstead ofChristwouldhave
it thus. TheTestimonies are unread andunappreciated.

will be shaken. that those things that
cannot be shaken may remain." Testimo-
nies, vol. 9, 15-16.

"Ye are the light of the world. A city
that is set on an hill cunnot be hid:'
Matthew 5: 14.

Seventh-day Adventist leaders, pas-
tors, and laity have been set as watch-
men-lightbearers to the world. Tragi-
cally, many arc keeping the Sabbath in
the same manner that the Sundaykeepers
carelessly "keep" Sunday. Unfortunately,
our worldliness has robbed us of an
understanding of the eternal purpose of
the solemn truths with whieh God has
entrusted us. Again, God spcuks to us
now in these final hours of our proba-
tion:

"In a special sense Seventh-day
Adventists have been set in the world as
watchmen and Iightbcarcrs. To them has
been entrusted the last warning for a
perishing world. On them is shining won-
derful light from the Word of God. They
have been given a work of the most
solemn impon-the proclamation of the
first. second. and third angels' messages.
There is no other work of so great impor-
tance. They arc to allow nothing else to
absorb their attention.

"The most solemn truths ever en-
trusted to mortals have been given us to
proclaim to lhe world. The proclamation
of these truths is to be our work. The

world is to be warned, and God's people
are to be true to the trust committed to
them. They are not to engage in specula-
tion, neither are they to enter into
ness enterprises with unbelievers; for
this would hinder them in their God-
given work." Testimonies, vol. 9. 19.

While we recognize that there are
pastors and laymen who are faithfully
preaching the message. we must acknowl-
edge that many of our evangelistic pro-
grams have become a substitute for the
Holy Spirit. and have produced statistics
which have fortified us in the belief that
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all is well. However, we are told that each
year 46% of our new convcns leave the
church. Most of them will never return.
Of the approximately nine million Sev-
enth-day Adventist members worldwide,
not many are participating in soul win-
ning. In some parts of the world many of
our churches are only half full on Sab-
bath morning. Inspiration tells us lhat
there is a retreating 10 Egypt-to the
world:
"I am filled with sadness when I think

of our condition as a people. The Lord
has not closed heaven to us, but our
own course of continual backsliding has
separated us from God. Pride, covetous-
ness. and love of the world ha ve Iived in
the heart' without fear of banishment or
condemnation. Grievous and presumptu-
ous sins have dwelt among us. And yet
the general opinion is that the church is
flourishing and that peace and spiritual
prosperity are in all her borders.

"The church has turned back from
following Christ her Leader and is
steadily relreating toward Egypt. Yet
few are alarmed or astonished at their
want of spiritual power. Doubt. and
even disbelief of the Testimonies of
the Spirit of God, is leavening our
churches everywhere. Salan would have
it thus. Ministers who preach self in-
stead of Christ would have it thus. The
Testimonies are unread and unappreci-

ated. God has spoken to you. Light has
been shining from His Word and from
the Testimonies, and both have been
slighted and disregarded. The result is
apparent in the lack of purily and de-
votion and earnest faith among us."
Testimonies, vol. 5. 217.
The seal of the living God is soon to

be given in the 13uer rain experience.
Tragically, only a few will receive the
power that Heaven has been waiting to
pour out upon Christ's beloved church:
"For many are called. but few arc cho-
son,'· Matthew 22: 14.

"Soon God's people will be tested by
fiery trials. and the great proportion of
those who now appear to be genuine
and true will prove to be base metal.
Instead of being strengthened and con-
firmed by opposition, threats, and abuse.
thoy will cowardly take the side of the
opposers." Teslilllollies, Vol. 5, 136.

Why? Because the words of Inspira-
tion are "unread and unappreciated."'
Only a few are alarmed. "Ministers .
preach self instead of Christ." Satan ex-
ults over his victory in delaying the prom-
ised blessing of the latter rain.

Let us never forget that God has
spoken to all of us through lnspirution.
Our disregard for this wonderful gift is to
reject the Testimonies. Again God speaks
tousin 1997:

"It is a solemn and terrible truth
lhal many who have been zealous in
proclaiming the third angel's message
are now becoming listless and indiffer-
ent! The line of demarcation between
worldlings and many professed Chris-
tians is almost indistinguishable. Many
who once were earnest Adventists are
conforming to the world-to its prac-
tices. its customs. its selfishness. In-
stead of leading the world to render
obedience to God's Ii:Jw, the church is
uniting more and more closely with the
world in transgression. Daily the
church is becoming converted to the
world. How many professing Christians
are slaves of mammon! Their indul-
gence of appetite. their extravagant ex-
penditure of money for selfish gratifi-
cation, greatly dishonors God.

"And Ihrough lack of zeal for the
promulgation of llw third angel's mes-
sage. many others. while not apparently
living in tfClIIsgression. arc nevertheless
as verily Icnding their influence on the
side of Satan as are those who openly
sin against God. Multitudes are perish-
ing; but how few are burdened for these
souls! There is a stupor. a paralysis.
upon many of the people of God, which
prevents them from understanding the
duty of the hour.

"When the Israelites el1lcred Canaan.
they did not fulfill God's purpose by
taking possession of the whole land.
After making a partial conquest, they
settled down to enjoy the fruit of their
victories. In their unbelief and love of
ease they congregated in the portions
already conquered, instead of pushing
forward to occupy new territory. Thus
they began to depart from God. By their
failure to carry out His purpose they



God is more willing to bless us with the Holy
Spirit than we are to bless our children.

Shall we respond to His loving invitation?

made it impossible for Him to fulfill to
them His promise of blessing.

"Is not the church of today doing
the same thing? With the whole world

before them in need of the gospel,
professed Christians congregate where
they themselves can enjoy gospel privi-
leges. They do not feel the necessity

of occupying new lcrrilOry. carrying
the message of salvation into regions
beyond. They refuse to fulfill Christ's
commission: "Go yc into all the world,

and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.' Mark 16: 15. Are they less guilty
than was the Jewish church?'" Testimo-
nies, vol. 8,118-119.

God is more willing to bless us with
the Holy Spirit than we are to bless our
children. Shall we respond to His loving
invitation?

·'Come. and let us return unto the
LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal
us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us
up. After two days will he revive us: in
the third day he will raise us up, and we
shall live in his sight. Then shall we
know, if we follow on to know the LORD:
his going forth is prepared as the morn-
ing; and he shall come unto us as the
rain, as the latter and former rain unto
the earth." Hosea 6: 1-3.

May God help us now as we ap-
proach the final scenes in the great con-
troversy. That we all may turn again to
the love of the truth, that we all may
daily partake of the early rain, that we
might recei ve the latter rain and the seal
of God, is our prayer. 0
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guarded by His holy precept, will be
controlled by the dictates of reason. They
will eonsider carefully the result of every
privilege the marriage relation grants.
Such will feel thaI their children are pre-
cious jewels committed to their keeping
by God, to remove from their natures
the rough surface by diseipline, that
their luster may appear. They will feel
under most solemn obligations so to
form their characters that they may do
good in their life, bless others with
their light, and the world be better for
their having lived in it, and they be
finally fitted for the higher life, the
better world, to shine in the presence
of God and the Lamb forever. 0

RevielV and Herald, August 8, 1899.

Cat. #EB12303
Just $8.95

have not been correctly trained in their
childhood. and were left in a great mea-
sure to form their own character. Their
wrong habits, and peculiar, unhappy
dispositions were not corrected. They
were nol taught to yield their will to
their parenls. Their whole religious ex-
perience is affected by their training in
childhood. They were not then can·
trolled. They grew up undisciplined,
and now, in their religious experience,
it is difficult for them to yield to that
pure disciplinc taught in the Word of
God. Parents should realize the respon-
sibility resting upon them to educate
their children in referencc 10 their reli-
gious experience.

Those who regard the marriage rela-
tion as onc of God's sacred ordinances.

Disease and Its Causes
COlHinucd from 23

pan ions. The sweel influence of his home,
the blessing of his wife, and the love of
his children. make his burdens light; and
he returns with peace in his heart, and
cheerful, encouraging words for his wife
and children, who are waiting joyfully to
welcome his coming. As he bows with
his family at the altar of prayer to offer
up His grateful thanks to God for His
preserving care of himself and loved ones
through the day, angels of God hover in
the room, and bear the fervent prayers of
God-fearing parellls to heaven, as sweet
incense, which are answered by return·
ing blessings.

Parents should impress upon their
children that it is sin to consuh the
taste, to the injury of the stomach.
They should impress upon their minds
that by violating the laws of their be-
ing they sin against their Maker. Chil-
dren thus educated will not be difficult
of restrainl. They will nOl be subjecl lO
irrilable, changeable tempers. and will
be in a far better condition for enjoying
life. Such ehildren will the more readily
and clearly understand their moral obli-
g(ltions. Children who have been taught
to yield their will and wishes to their
parents will the more easily and readily
yield their wills to God, and will submit
to be controlled by the Spirit of Christ.
Why so many who claim to be Chris-
tians have numerous trials, which keep
the church burdened, is because they
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YOU to whom are committed the
sacred, testing truths for this
time, arc yOll faithful to your

God-given trust? Everyone wields an in-
fluence over the destiny of other souls.
"Ye are the light of the world." Matthew
5: 14. A faithful discharge of duty on
your part will have a telling influence on
the impenitent; but if you neglect the
work which God has given to you, some
soul will be lost. Consider this matter, I
pray you, in the light of God's Word;
and may your souls feel the burden of
your intrusted responsibility. Oh that
there might bc a turning to the Lord by
every member of the church, that the
earnest, fervent piety of each might be a
message of warning 10 the sinner! '"Be
zealous and repent," is the word of God
to his professed people. "I will come
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent.'" Revelation 2:5.

Many of our people are backsliding
from God. We need to arouse. Let every
soul that has named the name of Christ
depart from iniquity. We want a pure Chris-

tianity. Greal dangers arc lurking for us on
every side. Whcn they most need the pres-
ence ofGod, many have it Icast.. They are in
danger of becoming like the Jewish nation,
who knew not the Scriptures nor the power
of God. Like the teachers of Israel, you
may explain Bible truD, to others, and yet
not practice it in your daily life. If the Jews
had possessed an experimental knowledge
of the Scriptures. they would not have been
ignorant of the power of God. Like them,
we have great light and privileges: but many
do not respond to these, and herein lies
their peril. When Jcsus wept ovcr Jerusa-
lem, His tears were for all who abuse
present privileges. He wept that so many
who profess His name fail 10 become what
God designed them to be; that they con-
tinue in sin and weakness, while He is
willing and able to save them if they will
but come to Him. TIle Saviour says, ·-What
more could I have done that Ihave not done
in it?" He has dealt with His people as a
loving father with a wayward and rebel-
lious child. But He sees grace resisted,
privileges abused, opportunities slighted.
Where He had a right to expect earnest,

vital piety. He sces insinccrity. hollow
formalism, and Pharis.:1ic pride. Neglcct
of light is chargeable on those whom
God has intrusted with great and solemn
truths. Ingratitude for God's mercies,
abuse of blood-bought privileges, stand
registered against many in the books of
heaven, and are treasuring lip for them
wrath against the day of wrath. Ven-
geance will surely be visitcd on those
who have had so great light, yet are so
cold and unimpressible that no light
shines from them to the world.

God has loaded us with His ben-
efits. Immortal blessings have been
poured upon us in greal measure. Mes-
sengers have been sent with warnings,
reproofs, and entreaties. God's ser-
vants have wept and prayed over the
lukewarm state of the church. Some
may arouse, but only 10 fall back into
unconsciousness of their sin and peril.
Passion, worldliness, malice, envy,
pride, strife for supremacy make our
churches weak and powerless. Some
of Christ's ambassadors carrying a
heavy burden on their souls, because

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Ellen G. White I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Oh, it is peace that you need-Heaven's
forgiveness, peace, and love in the soul!

Money cannot buy it, intellect cannot procure it,
wisdom cannot attain to it; but Jesus offers it as a
gift.

their message is treated by so many as
an idle talc. The eye of Jesus, looking
down the ages, was fixed upon our
time when He said, "If thou !ladst
known. thou. at in this thy
day, the things which belong unto thy
peace!" Luke 19:42 (first part). It is
still Ihy day, 0 church of God, whom
He has made Ihe depository of His
law. BUI this day of lruSI and probation
is fast drawing to a close. The sun is
fast westering. Call it be that it will
sct, and thou not know the things that
belong unto thy peace? Must the irre-
vocable sentence be passed, "BUl now
they are hid from thine eyes"? Lukc
19:42 (last part). I tell you there is
necd to bc alarmcd. It is timc to seek
God carnestly. saying with Jacob, "1
will not let thee go, except thou bless
nh':'" Genesis 32:26. It will be of no
avail to make a spasmodic effort, only
to fall back into spiritual lethargy and
lukewarmness. The past, with the
slighled mercies, the admonitions un-
heeded, the earthly passions uncor-
recled, the privileges unimproved, the
soul temple filled with desecrated
shrines-all arc rccorc!l.;d in the books
of hcaven. But 1110St solcmn moments
arc still before you. Because of past
neglect, efforts you make must be
the carnes!.

The Saviour speaks to His people,
"Be zealous therefore ... and repent'"
Rcvelation 3: L9. It is not ministcrs
whom you have slighted; it is not the
warnings of men that you have re-
jected: it is not my delegated prophets
that you have refused to hear, but your
Rcdeemcr, your only hope. If ye arc
destroyed, it is yourselves alone that
arc responsible. Ye will not come to
me that ye might havc life. '''0 Jerusa-
lem, Jcrusalcm, ... how often would I
have gathered thy children together, as
a hen doth gather her brood under her
wings, and ye would nOl !" Luke 13:34.
I desired to save you, but yc would not
be doers of my Word. arm strong
to save, is also strong to punish. Jesus
is now looking from heaven above with
yearning pity upon thee, even thee in
this Ihy day, 0 thoughtless, careless
soul. But unless there is in our
churches a general arousing, unless
there is an individual work of confess-
ing and putting away sin, unless all
shall give earnest heed to the things
that belong to their peace, the words
of Christ may at any moment be appli-
cable to them: "Now they are hid from

eyes." I intrusted thee with a
solemn, sacred message of truth to be
madc known to others, but thou hast
been unfaithful to thy holy trust. Souls
have not been enlightened, warned, and
urged to repentance. Their blood will I
require at thy hand.

Will our churches humble themselves
before the Lord in this day of atone-
ment? Will they put away the sins which
defile their garments of character, and
separate them from God? The present
is our day of visitation. Look not to a
future, more convenient season, when
the cross to be lifted will be less heavy,
whel1 the inclinations of the carnal heart
will be subdued with less effort. "To-
day" saith the Spirit of God, "if ye will
hcm his voice, harden not your hearts."
Hebrews 4:7. Today go about the work,
else you may be one day too late. The

that you have now may not
be as strong tomorrow. Satan's snare
may close about you. The candlestick
may be moved out of its place, and you
lefl in darkness. "Sec that you refuse
not him that speaketh.'· Hebrews 12:25.
Says the true Witness, '"Behold, j sland
::It the door, and knock'" Revelation
3:20. Every warning, reproof, and en-
treaty in the Word of God, or through
His delegated messengers, is a knock
at the door of the heart; it is the voice
of Jesus, asking for With ev-

ery knock unheeded, your determina-
tion to open becomes weaker and
weaker. If the voice of Jesus is not
heeded at once, it becomes confused
in the mind with a multitude of other
voices, the world's care and business
engross the attention, and conviction
dies away. The heart becomes less im-
pressible. and lapses into a perilous
unconsciousness of the shortness of
time. and of the great eternity beyond.
The heilvenly Guest is standing at your
door, while you arc piling lip obstruc-
tions to bar His Jesus is

knocking through the prosperity He
gives you. He loads you with bless-
ings to test your fidelity, that they may
flow out from you to others. Will you
permit your selfishness to triumph? Will
you squander God's talenls, and lose
your soul through idolatrous love of
the blessings He has given?

There are some whose hold on life
is weakening. Disease is preying upon
them. Soon will come the time for the
separation from all earthly things. Will
they YCillUre to trifle with God now?
Will they rob Him by withholding help
from His cause? Are there any who
will prefer perishable, earthly trea-
Sllre to the heavenly, immortal sub-
stance? Christ is making His last ap-
peal to hearts. How importunate His
entreaty, how reluctant He is to give
you up to separation from His love
and presence forever! Still is heard
the step of Him who waiteth at your
door; His voice is yet pleading for
entrance; but there is a point beyond
which His will not reach.
Shall the words be written over the
doomed doorway, "Ephraim is joined
to idols: let him alone",? Hosea 4: 17.
Shall it be spoken concerning you, He
is joined to his idol of sensuality: let
him alone? He is joined to his idol of
earthly treasure: let him alone? He is
joined to his idohllry of self: let him

alone? The Sun of righteousness may
set this very day for those who have
had great light and privileges, and have
not improved them. You have no time
to loiter, no time to consult your con-
venience. It is now, even now, that you
are to be zealous and repent. Oh, it is
peace that you nced-Heaven's for-
giveness, peace, and love in the soul!
Money cannot buy it, intellect cannot
procure it, wisdom cannot attain 10 it;
but Jesus offers it as a gift. It is yours
if you will but reach out your hand and
grasp it. Many arc weary of their half-
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hearted service. Their souls cry out
after the living God. We are so weak,
so helpless, yet so desirous for a bet-
ter state of things, that we turn away
from a religion that has no divine
manifestation. We cannot be satisfied
with a form of godliness. We must
have the deep movings of the Spirit of
God in the soul.

Let the minister of God in his la-
bors lean upon the arm of infinite
power. Let him lay bare his soul in the
secret place alone before God. Let
him with loathing put away soul de-
filement. Let the weary, discouraged
soul cry as did Jacob, for the Com-
forter. Never trust in what you your-
self can do. Your wisdom is but fool-
ishness. Ever keep in heart the
knowledge that we are laborers for
God. The Lord is leading His church
in these last days as He Jed ancient
lsrael. While He gives them warnings,
reproofs, and encouragement through
His delegated servant, Christ, the an-
gel of the covenant, who ill the pillar
of cloud and of fire went before the
Hebrew host, is the Leader of His
people today. Provoke Him not with
your murmurings, by your selfish with-
holding from His cause, by cherishing
iniquity; for in the face of great light
He will not pardon your continual
transgressions. The warning to the
Sardis church is applicable at this time:
"[ know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead. Be
watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die:
for I have not found thy works perfect
before God. Remember thetefore how
thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt
not watch, I will come on thee as a
thief, and thou shalt not know what
hour 1 will come upon thee." Revela-
tion 3: 1-3. And to us also the prom-
ise is extended. "Thou hast a few names
even in Sardis which have not defiled
their garments; and they shall walk
with me in white: for they are worthy.
He that overcometh, the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book
of life, but I will confess his name
before my Father, and before his an-
gels." Revelation 3:4-5. 0
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Thank you for me good news gospel
that is shared in Our Firm Foundacion-
very timely for Wisconsin, Packer territory.
I much appreciated the articles on sports
and competition. AB, W'iscollsin

I am a 32 year-old Seventh-day Adven-
tist living in Zambia, Central Africa. I have
seen and read one of your Our Firm Foul/-
dation magazines. One of the most touch-
ing articles I read was: "Minneapolis-the
History" where Alonzo T. Jones and Elliot
J. Waggoner were chosen by the Lord t.o be
the leading speakers. Though rejected, it is,
indeed, the third angel's message. The mes-
sage is very clear in the magazine testifying
to its divine origin. ... Please help me with
spiritual books which you think may be of
help for me-any books, for I am starving.
Your magazine Our Firm Foundation is
very educational with a very clear message
with few of man's own words.

MC, Zambia

I am a new member of the church and
have read different magazines the church
puts out. Your magazine Our Firm Founda-
tion is the only one I believe is firm and to
the point, and will help me grow spiritually.
At this time I cannot afford the small sub-
scription price, but would truly love to re-
ceive your magazine. Thank you.

SK, Marylalld

I have been a Seventh-day Adventist for
sevenly years, and I am eighty-two years
old. I have received and read the February
issue ofOur Firm Foundation. I appreciate
your labor of love and the timely messages
of your magazine. God bless your staff!
There are not too many years left until lhe
end, but Oh! The coming years will be very
trying for those who must stand firmly for
Jesus! You are in our prayers.

I thank you very much for the wonder-
ful books and magazines you sent me. In
fact they arc helping me a lot spiritually.
Once again I say Thank you very much. I
know your organization is sent by God
because you touch the nerve center of the
great Adventist movement. In fact the last
issue of Our Firm Foundation magazine

you sent me with the title: "What Hap-
pened to the World Wide Church of God?"
is a thought provoking one, taking into
account some developments that are fast
becoming part of the Adventist Church,
especially in the ordination of women, cel-
ebration services, etc, etc.

In fflCI the celebration service is now
noticed to be creeping into the Church in
Ghana. Recently we attended a camp meet-
ing and some of our pastors started intro-
ducing Pentecostal songs into our worship.
I vehemently protested and it became the
topic of discussion.... I want to tell you to
never quit on your oars till the Church is rid
of all foreign doctrines.

EA, Ghana

1 am very impressed with Our Firm
Foundation. Its content is very inspiring
and comforting. I give thanks to God for
your work and I wish that the Holy Spirit
may continue inspiring you and blessing
you in yOUT precious labor to awaken t.he
remnant.

SO,Spaill

Thank you very much for allowing Rob
McClintock to schedule a Medical Mission-
ary Training Seminar at Angwin, Califor-
nia. It has been a real blessing in under·
standing close to home how and when to
usc the therapies taught. Many of us are not
able to travel to an area out of the state.

The information provided brought all
this training together for me, so mat now I
feel more prepared to be used of God wher-
ever He directs and whomever He sends to
me.

Also, please shorten the length of the
wonderful articles you put into Our Firm
Foundatioll. Time is at a premium these
days, and a lot of people do not have the
"time" 10 read that much material.

XYZ, California

I am interested to know more about
your ministry and your biblical materials.
At the beginning of this year I had in my
hands one of your magazines with many
interesting subjects. I am interested in yOUT
educational material and Bible courses

which I believe will be of great spiritual
profit to edify my life. God bless you.

OJ. Guatemala

I am thankful to the Lord for His good-
ness to me when at one time I was walking
by the highway when my eyes caught a
piece of paper on its side. I picked it up to
know what it was all about. Suddenly,
when I saw the logo of three angels nying
at the top of the magazine, I thought that
this is a work of a brelhren in another
country, a Sevcnth-day Adventist believer. .
.. How I felt sorrowful when I learn that I
have only the front and last page of this
magazine! Oh. how I wish (Q have copies of
this article so that Jcould give also to my
friends and relatives that they might also be
warned of what is coming! However, as I
turn to page 15, I saw your address; then a
thought came to me to send a letter to you
requesting some copies of "Earth's Final
Waming"-as many as your heart purposed
to give, for I have no money to cover t.he
cost. But one thing I know is that "the Lord
will repay."

In view of what is transpiring in the last
history of our world, I pray that you may
enjoy more freedom in the proclamation of
the last message of truth. With these, 1
would like to share with you this text:
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is nOI in vain in the
Lord." I Corinthians 15:58.

MG, Philippines

I am an ordained Seventh-day Adventist
minister. 1 have been reading Olir Firm
Foundation magazine for over ten years. I
have used many articles for sermon prepa-
ration. Most of the congregations I have
pastored do not appreciate "straight truth."

I believe the Lord raised up Hope and
Hanland because of the baeksliden condition
ofour churches in North America, Canada and
Europe. We need something to really shake up
the churches! T.v., sports and the love of this
world are paralyzing our churches.

Sincerely,
A pastor who is very concerned!, USA
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Earth Final Warning
A special printing of 600,000 of this ezcellent tool enables us

to provide It at an ezceptlonally low price.

Each
Prices

Quantity
1-10 copies

copies
1-4 cases·
5+ cases·
·Case quantity: 700
See page 3 for shtpplDg
and sales taz information.

Bulk Mailing 2H
The price Includes book and
postage. This rate applies to
bulk mailings to every
residence In a specified U.S.
postal ZIP code.

New. eouveaJ.eat 8IIa by 11-lneh format.
This 16-page tabloid Is designed to sound tbe three angels' messages, alerting tbe reader

to Satan's last-day deceptions.I Plant the seeds of truth now
that will protect the sincere in
heart from tbe deceptions of tbe

A New World Order Is Coming! New World Order, Help your._....._. ._-_...::;..-:.: :=..:::. friends and neighbors to under-
: =...-==.... ==== stand the issues of the attempt-'== =-.=::: to change God's law, the soon::.I.--S?::r:Z:E:; :::::::::== enforcement of Sunday laws and

the impersonation of Christ by
Satan. Fourteen of its pages con-....__•
tain selected material from TheGreat in
S/MniM, FrencltJ and I'ortufuese__ versions.
Reach out while there isstill time.

ARE you looking for an easy and economical way to share your faith with your neighbors?
with your city? with your county or state? Bulk maillug of one or both of these

excellent witnessing publications to every address In one or more ZIP codes is the answer. Each of
these publications is designed to awaken Interest and to place spiritually hungry people In contact
with this and other truth-filled literature, Including Bible studies. Add up the worth of the souls In
your area and Invest now In their eternal salvation. Request your Bulk Mailing Information packet
from the Circulation Dept., Hope P.O. Box 940, Eatonville, WA 98328
1(J!quest afree sample of any of tfie witnessing pu6ru:ations that you are 1UJt acquaintedwitn.

Bulk MalUng 5O¢
The price Includes book and
postage. This rate applies to
bulk mailings to every
residence in a specified U.S.
postal ZIP code.

Prices
Quantity Each
1-10books
11-159books
1-7 cases·
8+ cases·
·Case quantity: 160
See page 3 for shtpplDg
and sales taz information.

The Lord,§ DayandA National SundayLaw
by Jacob Teske

Here is a witnessing tool that you will not want to be without. The Lord's Day and A
National Sunday Law is one of the most powerful presentations on the Sabbath/Sunday
issue to date. It has a full-color cover and is designed so it can be bulk: mailed. The book's 24
chapters are easy reading for members of any denomination, and tbey beautifully cover tbe broad

spectrum of tbe Sabbatb Issues.
The last chapter is followed by

an appendix entitled Rome's Chal-
lenge---originally publlshed in Sep-
tember 1893 as four separate ar-
ticles in the Catholic Mirror, the
official organ of tbe late Cardinal
Gibbons and the Papacy in the
United States. Rome's Challenge
supports the premises brought
forth by Teske as it challenges
Protestants to either uphold the
Bible Sabbath or else admit their
compromise of Bible autborlty, ac-
knowledging that their "mother
church" exercised power to change
the law of God,


